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Merry Christmas - Why, when we wish one another well this time of year, do we use the term “merry” Christmas? Why 

not “happy” Christmas, or “joyful” Christmas, or “nice” Christmas, or “adequate” Christmas?  Saying, “Have a nice 

Christmas,” like, “Have a nice day,” doesn’t have the same ring to it because it isn’t commensurate with the size, 

grandeur and importance of the holiday. “Nice” does not match the emotion we should have when it comes to 

celebrating Christmas and its meaning. Have you ever noticed that we have a tendency to mirror the emotion and 

intensity of the people we are talking to? If they are whispering, we naturally tend to whisper back. If they are shouting, 

our volume tends to increase as well. If they are angry about something, we feel our blood pressure rise too. If they are 

excited about something, that gets us excited also.  So, I wonder. What am I doing with my thoughts, my actions and my 

prayers to match the magnitude of the season? The Oxford dictionary says “merry” is “(of an occasion or season) 

characterized by festivity and rejoicing.”  Am I rejoicing in Christ?  Do I understand what his birth means for me, 

personally and individually? It means the power and ability to change–to be changed, to grow, to progress, to be better. 

It means finding more peace, more happiness, more love, more joy. I know from personal experience that change is 

possible, and through that change more peace and happiness come. I know that through the grace of Jesus Christ and 

the power of His Atonement, each of us can have “a mighty change [wrought] in us, or in our hearts, that we have no 

more disposition to do evil, but to do good continually.” (Mosiah 5:2). What a joyful, merry thing. No wonder we 

celebrate by giving gifts this time of year. Talk about a priceless gift. A new iPhone 14 Pro can’t even compete.  “I would 

exhort you, my beloved brethren, that ye remember that every good gift cometh of Christ.” (Moroni 10:18) But what is 

the greatest gift I can give God? According to Elder Neal A. Maxwell, ... “the submission of one’s will is really the only 

uniquely personal thing we have to place on God’s altar. The many other things we ‘give,’ brothers and sisters, are 

actually the things He has already given or loaned to us. However, when you and I finally submit ourselves, by letting our 

individual wills be swallowed up in God’s will, then we are really giving something to Him! It is the only possession which 

is truly ours to give!” How will I give my will to the Lord this Christmas?  First, I need to keep in mind what Alma says 

about giving gifts: “For behold, God hath said a man being evil cannot do that which is good; for if he offereth a gift, or 

prayeth unto God, except he shall do it with real intent it profiteth him nothing. For behold, it is not counted unto him 

for righteousness. For behold, if a man being evil giveth a gift, he doeth it grudgingly; wherefore it is counted unto him 

the same as if he had retained the gift; wherefore he is counted evil before God.” (Moroni 7:6-8) How will I give my will 

to the Lord, and do it with real intent and not grudgingly? Oh boy. Now I am talking about something more than making 

and decorating a letter holder out of refashioned paper plates (which was actually a big hit with my mom when I was 

our.) I think I will start by questioning why I do the things I do. For example, am I writing this Spire message with the 

intent to entertain, to curry compliments from readers, to make myself popular and liked. Or am I writing with the intent 

to share my testimony of Jesus Christ with friends and neighbors who I love and care for with a desire to bless their lives 

nd help strengthen their testimony of Christ so they can experience more peace and joy in their lives? Am I willing to be 

vulnerable and truly share of myself when ministering to others, especially if I know it will serve to benefit them or 

lighten their load in some way, and even if it means taking the risk of looking stupid and/or sharing my weaknesses with 

others? Am I willing to sacrifice my own comfort, pleasure, time, needs and wants and endure heartache, hurt and pain 

for the benefit of loved ones and others who need me to be there for them? Am I willing to love others and seek to 

serve them, even if they do not love me in return, or worse, treat me contemptuously? What am I willing to do, to give, 

to sacrifice, to share, to say, to be in order to show God my love for Him? What price am I willing to pay for that gift? 

Now here is the irony in all of this. Giving my will over to God only serves to benefit me, not Him. My gift does not make 

Him more powerful, more knowing, more perfect, etc. But it allows me to be changed, to progress, to garner lighter and 

knowledge, to shrug more of the natural man off and have my heart changed. It invites the Spirit deeper into my life and 

brings with it all the gifts that come with it. It truly is the gift that keeps on giving.  

Randon Jensen – North Canyon 5th Ward Bishopric 
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