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william Edward Bate (1885-@1899)
(Hannah S. & Maud Nell)

William A. Bills, Sr. (after
1802-1915) (Emeline)

Gordon S. Bills (1885-1932) 3
(Ellen Holt)

Hzans Christian Nielsen Hansen
(?-1896, Karin, Hansene, g
Christine, & Marie) s

2lexander Henderson (1874-1917)
(Hannah, Almira Silcock, &

Minnie) 11719 S. 1300 W.
Joseph Draper (187é—1885)”gﬁmm24

Rivprton

(Esther Silcock & Mary) B

N. T. Silcock (1865-1906) 10
(Jane Heath)
N. T. Silcock (Harriet)
Robert Dansie, Jr. (@1880-1905)
(Paulina Silcock & Christina)
Riverton School/Church (1879)
13115 s.. 1300 W.
Gordon S. Bills (Bertha '"Len-
nie")
Timothy Gilbert (1865-1888)
(Anne, Johanne, Elisabeth)
Timothy Gilbert (2nd location)
Charles Mormon Nokes (1883-

1926) (Caroline).
13211 S. 1700 W.
C. M. Nokes (Sarah)
13083 s. 1700 Ww.
Daniel Densley, Jr. (@1886-

1930) ("Lizzie")

qumrﬁr

12981 S. 1700 W.

D. Densley ("Libby")
12908 S. 1700 Ww.

D. Densley ("Minty")
12831 S. 1700 W.
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ODther Polygamists--Location Not Known
Alexander Bills (Emily & Rachel)
Joseph
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Localion Homes

, Smith BRlack (1897-1901) (Sarah)--lived in south part of Riverton
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HISTORTCAT. RECORD OF RIVERTON
”Whﬁt Thou Sceth, Write in a Book.'" Rev. 1:11

Riverton Precinct, Salt Lake County. Established
Deci 23, 1879. It is bounded on the North by South
Jordan Precinct, sepafa%gd from Draper Precinct by.the
Jordan River, bounded on the South by Bluffdale Brecinct,
and on’the West by Herriman Precinct, It contained about
twélve square miles and included School District No. Ll
Riverton Ward is coextensive with Riverton Precinct.

Early settlers at this time were all Mormons. Be-
cause of the large holdlngs of Archlbald Gardner Rlver~
ton Communlty was Called Gardnersv1lle. Some glve his
holdlngs-as much as’l,OOOAacrek. Among his nelghbors_
was a bachelor, Samuel Green, who had built the first
home in this locality in 18534 a oné room log cabin with

a dirt roof.,  His property-was an early entry to Arch-

ibald Gardner, who had also made the first entry on all o

property in that locality, that he had been able to
acquire under Squatter5s Rights, but as he had aqquired
mofg land than he was capable of farming, it had to be
released to others for no man was to Becomé‘wealthy at
another man's expense. Later Judge Charles Smith named
the town Riverton.

Theltown is situated between the beautiful Rocky
Mountains on the Bast and the Oquirrh Range on the West,
which are attractiwve at'all‘seasons of the year, and are
rich-in ‘minerals. ' '

Eecéuse of the lack of water, the first homes built
by the first settlers were along the Jordan.fffhey were
mostly dﬁgoﬁts and a few log cabins. They had to go to
the canyons to get logs. They would chop them and hew
the sides with axes. The crackg between the logs were
filled with clay. They had oiled paper for windows and
buckskinstfor the doors; A few had rock houses. Lars

Jensen had the first rock house built on what was refer-




red to as "bench lgpd”, west of Redwood Road in 1870.

In the history of Samuel I.. Howard he says he helped sur-
vey the road from West Jordan to Bluffdale. Because red-
wong pegs were used to mark the survey line, they soon
began calliqg it Redwood Road, which name has been retain-
ed to this day. {)’- -

Among the first settlers, besides Sam Greer~and Lars
Jensen were: John Spencer, Nicholas T. Silcox, John
Hansen Sr., George Beckstead, Peter Olsen, Patriarch
John Smith, Christian Christensen, Timothy Gilbert, Peter
N. Garff, Samuel L. Howard Mr. Andersen, Mr.. Wllllams,
and others. -They locared along the Jordan Rlver which
was the only source of water supply at the time. - ‘Nich-
olas T. Silcox was ﬂranthPresident of this litfie group
which was under the direction of West Jordan. :

The first water was taken out of the Green ditch
about 1866 and was known as the Sam Green Ditch. Thls
was the beginning but was inadequate for thelr needs.

The Utah and Salt Lake Canal were started flrst then in
1871 the South Jordan Canal was started, as it had been
sufvgYed the previous year; After three years labor, in
which John Hancock and John Hansen, Sr. took Verj prominent
. pérts, the County came to the assistance and completed
the canal, which taps the Jordan River near the point of
the Mountain, about one mile north of the County line,
and is about twenty miles long. Water was turned into

it about 1878, and from that time the bench country

began to fill up with settlers who 1rr1gated thelr farms
from canal water. “A few years later, when the Utah and
Salt Lake Canal were completed, more land waé;brought un-—
der cultivationj; hence the gradual increase of the‘
population.

It must be remembered that the land called Riverton
and vicinity was once the home of the Piute and Ute In-
dian tribes, and {hundering herds of wild horses accented

by the bay of wolves and coyotes were sounds commonly

heard on the bread expanse of the sage covered flats in

[§0]
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about 1868. Before anything could be raised on the land it
first had to be cleared of sage brush, leveled, plowed and
then planted. - In the history of Samuel L. Howard, Sr., he
sai«d he was the first man in Riverton to accomplish the rais-
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ing of grain and he encouraged others to do the same.

At an early date a branch organization was affected, with

£
Nicholas T. Silcox as president and presided under the direc-

tion of the West Jordan Bishopric until the reorganization in
1877, when Gardgégville was consolidated with and made a part
of South Jordan Ward, which waslbrganized June 17, 1877.° in
1879, when a precinct was established, the name of. the settle-
ment was changed to-Rivéfton as before stated.ﬂ'Aﬁqthef branch
organization took place in 1881, when Lars Jenéeh'was appointed
president under the 'direction of the South Jordad Bishopric, Wil-
liam A. Bills, bishop. After this, meetings were held regular-
ly every Sabbath. Elder Jensen presided until his death, April
23, 1883. Sometime afterwards, Orin P. Miller was’placed in
charge of the branch. He presided until Aug. 23}-1886; when Riv-—
erton was organized into a separate ward, with Orih‘P. Miller as.
bishop, and Jesse Morgan Smith and Gordon S. Bills, as counse-—
lofs.‘ In 1900, thé Jordan Stake was organized, Riverton felt a
keen idss when Bishop Orin Miiler was taken from the office of
~bishop and made the first president of the Jordan Stake. Gor-
don S. Bills was appointed bishop in his stead, Feb. 10, 1900,
with Charles E. Miller and Zachariah Butterfield as counselors.
This biéhopric was in office for almost 22 years. Charles E.
Miller died August 5, 1921. That same day Gofdon S. Bills was
honorably released together with Zachariah Butterfield and Is-
aac Freeman. At a Stake Conference held Nov. 12, 1922 a% Sandy
Gordon S. Bills waé'made patriarch of Jordanfgtake by Hyrum G.
Goff, which office he held until his death.

Bishop' Bills was the most outstanding religious character
of his day. He had great faith in administration and prayer.
His home life as a polygamist Qas ideal. When in the mission
field with Daniel Densley, they were mobbed, but left in the
woods unharmed when the mob was scared away by a woman dressed

in white who had come out to find them. They had been staying at

| TN
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her place. They felt the barrels of guns in tbeir
ribs. He was the father of 18 children by two wives,
and loves his family and the gospel.

The carl§ church meetings to be held in Riverton
werd in about 1881 in the N. T. Silcox log house about
where the Richard With?rs place is located. Mgeﬁings
were held here for a few years. e,

In about 1879, the first school for education was
s%arted in one room of the George Beckstead home on
1300 West, with about 14 or 15 pupils of all ages in
attendance. They
all met, together
and learned to readiig
and write and " f:./‘?;
learned their mul-
tiplication tables;
later geography was
added.s Many parents Ah;-%

learned from their

children. Edward

Orgiil was their
FIRST SCHOOL AND CHURCH HOUSE
(John C. Wiberg 1921)

About 1879, a one room adobe building for school

first: teacher.

was built. Not' large, but large enough for school,
church and community activities. On one corner a lum-—
Ber shanty was built for coal and wood. The yvard a-
round the school house was sahdy and the sego lilies s
bloomed in abundance in the early Spring. The school
was situated on ris}ng ground a short distancé from
Lhé Jordan River; about 19 miles south of the Temple
block in Salt Lake City.

Later a brick section was fdded much larger than
the original structure. DanielyDensley advanced the
money from the addition. This school and church served
the community for about 20 years, before the next
church and the next school house were built on Redwood

H(')t"\(l.
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The old church, when no longer in use, was sold
to a private party, was rémodeled and used as a dwelling
house. Don Coy noQ occupiles this‘homc.

-Riverton was established as a voting'disfrict
about 1879, December 23.

"The Sunday School was first organized Februany- 29,
1880, as a branch of SJL%h Jordan Sunday School., It
began :with five officers and teachers and 23 pupils.

Ins 1899, it had. 22 officers and teachers and 237 pupils.
Sﬁperintendents of the Sﬁnday‘School were: Alexander
B.'Kidd, September 26, 1880; Timothy Gilbert, December
12, 1882; Samuel L. Hpoward, October 1882, until the
branch wasAorganized ihté a ward. His leadersﬁi?ﬁqontiﬂ;
ued until December 31, 1899. On April 31, 1900, @ social
party was held at'tﬁ% Daniel Densley Hall: to honof him.
and others retiring. John Hansen, Jr. was chosen Super-
intendent April 14, 1901, with George Dansie and Alex~
ander Hamilton as assistants. “;

A;large domeshaped church was started in 1899'ﬁ5dér
the direction of Orin P. Miller but for the lack of

money, it was not finished until December 20,

=%
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RIVERTON CHURCH
Deditcated Dec. 20, 1920 Razed in 19139
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when it was dedicated. The new Bishopric, Gordon S.
Bills and counselors had this burden to contend with.
Thomas P. Page donated two acres of ground on

which this church was built. Thomas M. Hamilton put
the (irst load of rocks and pulled the northecast corner
stone weighing 2800 lbs., with his horses, Nig and Dock.
Richard W. Kletting wad *the architect, and Bishqy
Willard C. Burgon, of Union, was the contractor;M.The
b%ilding was a long time under construction, but the
people were united and one could see teams and wagons

a mile long going for sand, gravel, etc. It is est-
imated the building<costlabout $25,000, bu£ that was
not all as so ﬁuch Wag‘donaﬁed Even after so mﬁéh‘
sacrifice by everyone, when the building was qultg
complete except for the roof a special call was made
for $2,000 —-- $500 each from George Dansie, Zachariah
Hutterfield, Charles Blake ano George Beckstead.

These donations were freely given. _

A few of the outstanding men of Riverton in early
days to whom we owe honorable mention are: Daniel Densley,
George Beckstead, Reuben Hamilton, Thomas Hamilton,
Charles Dansie, James Blake, Nicholas T. Silcox, Sr.,
Edward Orgill, Frank Seal, Sr., John Hansen, Sr.,
Thomas P. Page, Thomas Nichols, Charles Nokes, Samuel
L. Howard, Phiiiip Nell, Fred Webb, and men already
mentioned. | .

Many names should be included in this list of
leading men, and women should not be neglected or over-—.
looked, for they worked and sacrificed also to make
Riverton what it is today. All the time these fpioneers
were struggling under such trying circumstances, enter-
tainment and recreation were not overlooked.

About 1873, Daniel Densley, seelng the need of a
larger building for recreational purposes and a place
for housing small bu51nesses, built a brlck building
at what is now 12600 South Redwood Road, northeast

corner. It was called the "Commercial Building'. It
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was a two story building with an amusement hall and a
hardwood dance floor. It was the largest in the county
and it was unysually crowded at least once a week, not
onlvy by the home people but by those‘who came miles to
“tlﬁp the light7fantastic“ 1t had a large stage for
drumntics.y All the traveling troupes made stops here,
playing to well filled houses. Home dramatlcs were
¢ncouiraged. John Hansgn,~Jr., was‘apﬁointed spaée.
manager under whose direction, a wonderful set 8t scen-—
ery was made, and, according to his hietory,-it was the -
finest outside of Salt Lake City. Among those who
regularly took'part;lh'these'plays were:. Charles7Millard,
Charles Jeffs, Thomas ‘Hamilton, Eugene Miller, Seth:
Pixton, Thomas'NiehdIeLCarrie Green, Marina Hanseh,

l.vdia Seal, Grace Swan, Lorena Bills, and Edith Mlller
Smith. The money these plays made helped malnta:% the
ward and sent money to the m1351onar1es. The communlty
was fortunate in another way ‘in regards to their dan01ng

as they had a good orchestra 1n their own town. William

E. Bateswas thelr leader ~and also thelr violinist. His sons,

Arthur and Ernest played: the fiddle and plCCOlO, Edward
Orgill, - the.trumpetA and Fred Webb ‘the Vviolin. Sometimes

it was hard to tell who was hav1ng the most fun, the orche-

"tra or the dancers.

An amusing story is told~in the Samuel L. Howard, Sr.
history. It says that Bishop'Qrin P. Miller appointed him

manager of recreation and dances for the Ward. This was

- # pleasant job for him for the Joy and satisfaction he:

tveceived while acting in this capacity, as he loved to
dance. While he was manager, he made the necessary’ saer—~
f1ces to obtain a pa1r of danC1ng slippers. Ipey were 50“
much nlcer than the heavy work shoes many had to wear. They
were like magic to his feet and as important to his attiref
“5,“@5 white shirt and tie. In them, he danced all the
fancy steps‘of the day, includiﬂg the little extra quick
*teps that went along with the other part of square dancing.
His dancing slippers were treasured, guarded,'shined and

e -~

vordi They were a luxury. naecihlsr fhe awte
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and after his last dance when they had to

had

in his 1life,

be put away,

he knew they had been worth the price.
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Tu tho.danqes at| the Commerical Hall, there were no
pickup partners; eve~ dance had to be asked for after a
p,opp;”introduction. One waltZz in an evening, was all
that was allowed by order of President Brigham Young.
Bovs from out of town needed a recommend to CoMe to these
dances. ’, '

The first floor of the Commercial Bulldlné‘housed
mauy small businesses, such as general merchandise storeq,

i different tlmes of course, Post Offlce, Bank, Implement

\hup, Harness Store, Shoe Repairs, Dwelling Rooms, Beauty Ly

\hnp, Barber Shop, etc. Some of the people runnlng these
buxinesses. were Danlel Densley, George Bllls, Wllllam Parry,
Fred Webb, Gllbert Lloyd Charles Millard, Roland Page, -
Moeprrill Hand Ardella Snyder, Polinars,: Latlmer, Schill,
and many others.f :

" Later years, .the dance:* floor was used as a roller
shating rink,. '

In 1927, Chrlstlan Mortensen sold the bulldlng to the
Riverton Second. Ward, he belng in possession of it then.
Wilford Meyers was. Blshop at ‘the time.- ‘Lancelot Bllls was
the next bishop of the Second Ward and then, Franklin Seal.
huring his term of offlce, .the bulldlng was condemned and
torn down. ‘This was October 10, 1939. Rlverton and sur-—
rounding communltles looked with sadness at the old land-

mack when it was being razed.,
YOIN HANSEN, JR. - Second School House

Ihe second school house was bullt at abo¥t 12830
South Redwood about- 1892. It was a two story old brick
burlding with four rooms, two upstairs and two down,’also

a ~ninll room upstairs for a. llbrary. There were elght ~~§A3

srades at this time, two classebs to a room. Students

Jradusted from the elghth grade into High School. There M
¥as5 no High School near at this time, consequently a lot
of ~'Hdvnts nevermgot anymore schooling.

In about 1901; John Hansen taught in this school and

Y <

9
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jécc0fding to his history, he established a school library

.(:j

10
and purchased the first 200 books in about 1905. He also
bought and gave the school a grove of hardwood trees which

the children Helped to plant on the north side of the school

grounds.

AT et i
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SECOND SCHOOL HOUSE IN RIVERTON

John Hanéen,taught school in Riverton about 17 years,

filled two missions for the Latter-day Saints Church, °

helped organize the Jordan Valley Bank in 1905-06, and was
the first cashier at the'bank. He was made éﬁbervispr of
the Jordan District in 1907, and 1909 was made Super— .

intendent of the Distfidt, ﬁhere he served two years;' He,

wias manager of the Page Hansen Ftore'in 1913-14. For ten

I e S o e = -
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'\odts, he: was dlrector and presldent of the Riverton Plpe

llnv CInc church work, be51des belng Superlntendent of the‘

fSunday School John taught an adult class, and was later

AStak« Supcrlntcndent. He was often .called on to. speah at

publlc mcctlngs and - funerals.3 In 1928, he was- app01nted
fO the State: Board of %&rlculture by Governor Derﬁ then
Gaovernor Blood and ‘was president of this Board‘Tbr ten’
years. Oon February 22, 1895 he was appointed manager

of tho Old Folks s Reunions, and headed this group for many

- years. . Qut of thls offlce “grew 01d Folks Day.

John was actlve in’ establlshlng the pumps at the out-
let of Utah Lake in 1904, He received his educatlon at
the B.Y.U. in 1884 to 1887. Edward Orgill was one of hls
teachers when he was a’ lad Mr. Hansen d1ed Marcg 18, 1950'
at the age of 84, '

SCHOOLS -'Continued}f,:fr"'

é . L : : 3 =)

Iaken from the hlstory of John W. Smith, pioneer of

Rural School Consolldation 1n Utah. He was the flrst super-'

1nt«ndcnt of Rural Consolldated Schools, January 1, 1905
to July’ 1, 1909. ‘ ' -

In about 1905 "Consolldatlon of Rural Schools" 1n'

‘Salt Lake. County was a live topic and had been’ for a num-

ber of years. . John Hansen, Jr., along with John W Smlth

of ﬂrapcr, and others, did much to promote the consolldatlon :

~f the schools in Salt Lake County. The dlstrlct called

Jardan Dlstrlct, comprlsed ‘the southern half of Salt Lake :
Lounty.‘contained about three hundred square m%les and had
3 population of about 13 OOO and a school populatlon (1907)

of 3,739.. John Hansen, Jr. ‘was on the Board of. Educatlon .

and . also pr1n01pal of the school in Riverton.
”1\01ton was one of the smafl1 towns to” favor graded
schools. ~ The four room brick building on Redwood Road was
a StQp to 1mprOVe the schoollng and more teachers were need~
”} As the populatlon grew this bulldlng and others were .
Wﬁjv”' lLater a second school for elementary.grades was

<
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ervctﬂd-. In 1926, the south building was torn down and
the present one constrgcted, At the'gamg time,,the north
building:Was.bging“remodeled,but‘before it was completed,
gt th sfFUCK éy'fire and~wasf¢ompletely destroyed, July

30, 1926, This was a great  disappointment at the time,

but now that it is past and the new building that Was put
i its place is all paiﬁ)for, the people feel happy be-

couse it is much nicer and matches the first one as to
‘ K N X .

«olor and general design.

S L TR

© RIVERTON SCHOOL 1960

All teachers who taught in Riverton had to live in
vairtonwin dofﬁitofies, which had been built fonw;hem. :
n 1919, Mr. Stephen F. Stephensen moved to Riverton and ' °
Pived with his~faﬁily iﬁ‘an“apartment in the foun:room
brick building. He was ﬁrincipél for six years..“in'1922,

he tecame Riyertonfs~postmaster;. He was aétivé'iﬁ.thé
L.ib. s, Church'and'taught'the adult class in Sunday School
about 43 R

€ars in Riverton and elsewhere.

"He was born in
Levan, Utah, February b, 1890,

He married Hazel Giles
and they had ten children born to them;

two ¢ been lost in World War I and the Viet Nam

Sony hav

o~ -—--NP"WSGE».MM- 3

12

T e R M
o s







1brar1an, two klnder

Mo s 58 two”clerks,‘Mlss JeaniMadsen,
one A, M.; one P M.; and a Janltor

.¢rten c asses a day,




:c-mlmg pens.f» When 1t was dlscovered they had oAve'rlooked"i

‘o
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the formation of the land would be a hint that you were

in- the right pPlace. Freeman Lloyd was once the supervisor

. of the Tlthlng Yard. At one time the" bulldlng burned down -

and a lot of the Ward records were burned‘
MAIL AND POSTMASTERS

The home of Samuel L. Howard was used as a post. offlce

when the ‘mail was delivdred to South Jordan fromggandy.
It was brought from there by John Blake who carried. it on _
his back as he walked the round trip each: day. There was>;h
no rural delivery then, so’ those 11v1ng 1n the town had to R
call for mall at Mr..Howard's home. The carlng for thet‘
mail was left strlctly up to his wife, Sarah Jane Howard
tmit each member . ‘of the famlly realized the trust that had
been placed in them and knew it was not to be hand@ed by any
Litt her. At that time there was no recompense for the
wvork. It was just a nelghborly accomodatlon extended by
them., Later, when Wllllam E Bate built a small general"
merchandise store, the flrst 1n Rlverton, it was: de01ded
to takewthe mall there as it was more: centrally located.
It was on the southwest «corner of 1700 West 12600 South.

7 A Riverton Post Office was established March- 14, 1892.

Upon-request, Donald B. Petersen wrote to Washlngton, D. C.,z

~and received the follow1ng ‘list of postmasters and’ the dates'

o’ their appointments:

Arthur Bate March 14, 1892
Ernest T. Bate - April 17, 1896
Catherine Thorne - July 6, 1899
Edwin A. Walker February 15, 1901
Seth Pixton T, April b, 1903
Carrie Nokes . January 20, 1905

. Seth Pixton December 20, 11905
Geneva Garside August 5,'1909
Seth Pixton v ‘May.;22, 19

Geneva Garside July 10, 1912° -
S. F. Stephensen: January 9, 1922 =

Michael J. Tischner  April 18, 19313
Joseph C, Frost»v{~ ‘March: 16, 1932

John Madsen September 1, 1936
Glen C. Crump - June 9, 1961
- Robert D. Nevin July 5, 1963

Afton D. Crane March 3, 1972
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There was a time when mail for Riverton.and vicinity,

came by tra1n to the Denver ‘and Rlo—Grande Depot about
\ :

two mlles east of” R1verton.~ It had to be brought fromrthere.

by horse drawn vehicles. This job was given .to Edward

Orgill, first Riverton'schoo1~teacher,\and after he taught

eehool for about 20 years., He carried the mail and some-

’ E
times hauled freight for the stores, .or sometimeqkhe took

© a passenger to or from the depot. He drove in a buggy,

surrey or light wagon, as the demand was needed. He took

" the trip in a11~kinds of weather and never missed a day.

Mr. Orgill was qulte a remarkable man for the audaclty

and courage he dlsplayed throughout his llfe, and for the

things he accompllshed ‘When he was 16 years old and still

in England, where he.was.born November 25, 1840,'5@ met. -

with a serious accident while working in a mill. While

going through a small openlng to get to the next room,

his coat caught in a belt on a 1arge wheel, and took h1m

round and round. Hls rlght ‘arm had to be amputated both

his legs were broken. several tlmes, which caused him to

11mp badly the rest of his life. He used the compensation

money to bring hlmself and brother, Nephi, from.England to

~Ltah,.where.he lived with his brother, Joseph, in Draper.

He attended the University of Deseret. He soon got a job

teaching school "and was Rirerton's,first school teacher..
He worked in small schools where he taught childreh of all
ages in the same room.

When he taught school in Herriman, he fell in 15ve

with one of his pupils, Mary Ann Farmer, and‘th%y‘were "

married October 24, 1876 in the old Endowment House in "salt

Lake City. Mary Ann proved to be a wonderful’helpmate to
him. They had born to them ten chlldren,:all living to
adulthood. 1In their early married life they.homesteaded
~nme land in Riverton. Besides.(feaehing" s.c'h.o'ol for twenty
vears, hauling(the mail for many more years, he, with the
aelp of Mary Ann, managed a dance hall,:played'in sereral

bands and did the calling.for'square dances, led the church
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Mr._Mllleriﬁas born‘Fébruary 10

Aon of Charles and Chrlstlna McCalllster Mlller.
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to church members. The call came from the First Presidency

for the Relief Societies to take the project of gathering
the wheat,,‘which included providing a place. to store it.
often they were allowed a place within the Tithing Yard,
huf the cost of the erection and maintenance of the gran-
e~y wWas theirs. The husbaﬁds of the woﬁen assisted with
(he heavy work and provided teams of horses for*gag gather-
yng of the wheat. The main purpose of the wheat project
was to help in time of need, but it was the custom to loan
come to the farmers in the Spring for planting, then refill
their bins in the Fall. However, they never gave out all
hey had on hand, for:ithis would defeat their pufpbée.

ihis was the timelwhéﬁ}ﬁhe wheat was taken to a flouf mill

for grinding into flour. ' l{

siow DID GRANDMOTHER DO ALL.THIS?

1

Well, she didn't have to attend P.T.A.; she had one
sunday dress and several calicosj the rest of her wardrobes
consisted of aprons and underclotheé. Not so much upkeep
to that.

Grandmother, on a Winter's day

Milked the cows and fed them hay

Slopped the hogs and saddled the mule,

Then got the children off to school;

Did a washing, and mopped the floors,
Washed the windows and did some chores;
_Cooked a dish of home-dried fruit,

Pressed her husband's Sunday suit,

Swept the parlor and made the bed,

Baked a dozen loaves of bread; .
‘Split some firewood and lugged it in,

Enough to fill the kitchen bin,

Stewed some apples she thought would :dpoil,
Cleaned all the lamps, filled them with oil,
Churned the butter and baked a cake, ‘
Then exclaimed '"For Heaven's sake,

The calves have got out of the pen."

Rushed out and chased them in again,
Gathered the eggs and locked the stable,
Back to the house to set the table;

Cooked a supper that was delicious,
Afterwards washed all the dishes.

Fed~the cat and sprinkled the clothes,
Mended a basket of hose,

il T P
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 UHARLES M. NOKES

“..utvud : w1fe Of

B

: . :"’,'.1 s.)o-:.,: .

Hr. Nokes marr1ed,Sarah-E.zShores March 4

f‘at could be reported. igrew.
Quite

a number of deep Wells with’ pumps were driven " ; .ﬁ

<
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v‘hp (nunty Well on the southeast corner of 19600 oouth

UO knst.. "The County drllled a well w1th 1ron p1pe and

h) uooden tank on stlhes and a wlndmlll to dra“ “ater-'
thnn draln it out in troughs so anlmals could comé‘to drlnju'""

ddd pvople also came to flll cans and barrels “1th the’(lf

‘cl‘al, cold water. {Thls was 1n the drouzht years of~

"1hw0 to 1901._ Durlng these years,,Utah Lake was prac—~'~'7

',tlkdlly dry.. . e :
' The weekly fam;ly'bath was qu1te an occasion. hater~~7

Wil s honted on the stoye 1n the Winter, but in the\.ummer

, T othe qlrls and boys would often go to the canals- to*SW1m5,ﬁ
. around in the water then no home bath was needed.. Inmihe“

yhomo the youngest of‘the famlly would bathe flrst,-then

e 4 'n«\t in order of age as necessary to add a; kettle
Qor.clcan% hot water as the process proceeded so mhen"he Fa
_head of the famlly had_h1 turn, the tub was. ful% Satur-ffﬂi;

der ‘in most everyone s home.'

Cday nlght bathlng was»thq

:\u hater was ever wasted for:often 1t had to be hauled and
plucod 1n a convenlent place for house use.: Canal mater
‘hud to be. settled before it was. clean enough to’ use.,”A~‘

hulvnnlzed tub was used for the bath._ The folloulng verseq

dexeribes it

-

"Ma's 0ld Galvanized iy{ja'shtub"

But'I'm" telllng you'what's right -
I done it unhll £ was‘almost grown ¢

'In Summer t1me 1t wuz bad ériuff, " v

- But in W1nter it wuz really rough. .

Spreadin' paper, fillin buckets and kpttles
An' all that sorta stuff.

B _c
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But gettin' ready for that ordeal
Was only half 0' the rub

0' takin' a bath on Saturday night
In a galvanized washin' tub. :

Did’ you ever stand there strlpped to the skin
A wood stove bakin' your hide,

' A~ dreadln' to put yore dern foot in
o . For fear you'd burn alive?

Finally you got th' temperture rlght
And into tpe tub you'd crawl, 0

That cold steel'd touch yore back e *
An' you'd squeal like a fresh stuck hog.

You'd get outta the' tub next to the stove
An' 'stand there drippin' and shakin',

The front o' yore body's a freezin' to death
While the back o' yore body's a bakln'

That's ‘the price I had to pay - N :
‘That awful ordeal will haunt me

Untll I'm old and grey.

I a1n't thru yet there s somethin' elfe
- That I been watin' to say. i
I wuz the youngest of all the kids
When bathed eachfSaturday,
Now we all bathed accordin' to age
An' I fell last in order
; . Which meant I had to wash myself
- In that same dad-blamed water.

I'm a man’ o' ¢lean hablts,
An' I belleve in ‘'a bath a week
It helps to keep .clean an'! healthy,
An' it freshens up my physique: ‘
But if I had my druthers, I'd druther eat a bug
Than to take my Saturday bath agaln 2
In that galvanlzed washin' tub. - . %}
3

P

: Read in an 0l1d Folk's part in W. J. 1964

Pipe Line Comes to Riverton

LSP
B .

In 1908, wateriwas piped to Riverton from Bear Cényon;'
East of Draper, a dlstance of from ten to thlrtpen miles, a

great undertaklng but a blessxng to the people who had pre-

i
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viously had ditch ‘and canal water for cullnary use. Joseph
Morgan says that wooden 4 inch pipe was used and was all
layed by hand--the dlgglng, layln% and covering. He says he
helped with this work although he was just a young lad at the
time, about 16. ‘

About 1921, the wood pipe was replaced with six inch cast




iron pipes. As the town grew, more Water was needed to

serve the people's peeds. 1In 1949, a storage tank was built
on the upper part of Morgan Road and deep wells were driven,
run by electrical motors. 1In 1952, pumps were installed.
In 196g, another tank and well was built on Herriman Road,
under the direction of Maydr George Usher. Later on,
after six years of planning And digging, Riverton can
boast of its clean, cool water. This last water come%*
from a 200 ft. mine shaft drilled and blasted into the
mountain side in Bear Canyon. The mining operatlon was,
completed in 1968 and ‘the ‘good clean water found and""
transported by pipe:llne about's1x miles across the val& 
l%y to Riverton's wafef5suﬁply, to give Riverton the wéter
needed for 900 connections. (1968) This water has been
tested after the mine was completed and stamped and pro—
nounced very suitable for culinary purposes. No one 1sf
allowed nearAthe‘water source and the entrance fixed §Qm
that animals or other things cannot get in to cause pol-
lution. It ‘cost about $12,000 for the equipment and other
items to miﬂe the watér, says Mayor Usher. Two sets;of
steel doors were placed and sealed so that no pollution
can get in the water; About 300. gallons a minute is added
to the water tanks. -
Electricity '
Electric'lights first came to Riverton, June 14, 1912.
The homes were usually equipped with a single cord dang- -
ling down from the cgiiing and a single clear light
globe. The light was bright and hard on the eyes. \A

lot of the time, lines were overloaded and the light was

“Just a red glow. Most people kept a supply of can@}gs

and a kerosene lamp on hand just in case.

Natural gas came to Riverton in 1955, the maih‘artefy
running along Redwood Road. Soon after, it was gradually
taken to othef streets and lanes, unt&l all of Riverton
was supplied. It was much cheaper than electricity. 1In
1964 a main office was set up in Sandy which takes care

of Riverton needs.
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Side walks were built in about 1912 on the west side
of Redwood through the main part of town. : »

The flrst telephone was put in tho T. P. Page store
June 8, 1895. (Page hletOJy) '

Transportation 4

‘ Automobiles .

. One of the first automobiles in Riverton was ewned
by Edwin J. Buiterfield. who bought a car in about 1911.
These cars were not enclosed' but had only side cugtains.
The ladles riding in the~e cars usually wore large hats
- with a long scarf over the hat and tied under their chins,
to keep them from. blow1n¢ off. A few others haV1ng early
cars were Jim Jensen, Dr. Fergusson, who also helped to - .
get electrlclty in Rlxerton, Dr. 0. R. Hardy. Maurlne S.
Page says she remembers her mother admonishing her father,
James Steadman, to be sure to get off the road if hb saw
Ed Butterfield coming in his Ford car, or he might get
run over. <Clara B, Rlchards says gasoline was 5 cents  a
gallon, no.llcense plates were needed and the speed 1imit
was 25 miles an'hoﬁr;, It seemed like falrly flying 1t was

so fast;‘no automobile wrecks were heard of.

e,

Orem Train

In the Fall of 1913, the Orem Electric Interurban
Railroad was run from Salt Lake to Payson, 1n Utah County,
cutting many farms in half west of Redwood, north and.
south. This was seriously objected to by the farmers
but it went through regardless. It made its initial
run as an‘excursionktrain to the Salt Lake Temple from
Utah County on March 13, 191k and on the 23rd of- the .
same month, made ifs.first~passenger,trip run from Lehi
to Salt Lake City. It discontinued operation faom Payson
to Salt Lake March 1, 1946. Rails, ties, poles, etc.
were removed soon after thls time.

Leslie E. Butterf1eld~worked for years as Rail Ex-
press Agent for this'Railrpad.‘ He was born Oct. 20, 1894
in Herriman, Utah and died Nov. 13, 1963. He married Amy
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C. Wintens Feb. 9; 1916 in the Salt Lake Temple. She was
born Dec. 18, 1892 in Idaho. They each served a mission
to Missouri. - They were the parents of six children;

' Redwood road was paved in 1920 for the firsf”time

and in 1957 was widened and resurfaced.

Canning Factory

About 1915 a canning,factory was built in Riverton
where farmers took their tomatoes, string beans, b@as,
corn, etc, to be canned. It proved to be not a paying
induetry because of conditions af the time and it.was.

-

dlscontlnued 1n 1922.ﬁ,
- Utah Poultry in. R1verton

Later: the 51te of the canning factory was sold to
the Riverton Branch of the Utah Poultry, in 1928. ghe

plant was remodeled, eggs were brought in from the: poul—

try raieefs from surroundlng axeas. The poultry 1ndus—:.
try grew rapidly. At the Riverton plant eggs were cooled,

. candled,, cased ready. for shipment to large Eastern mark-

ets, giving employmentito many in making a livelihood.
Iola Maynard Newman says about the Utah Poultry:

"It opened its branch in March 1928. Iola was sec-
retary from 1928 to 1934, six years. Golden Tempest was

manager for five years when he was transferred to Mid-

vale. Next floorman was Heber Butterfield. Darell Crane.

worked there for two years. Nona Jensen worked there
from 1937 until her death Feb. 1, 1967, a period of 30
years. Iola came back to WOfk there in 1945 and worked
until 1971, when she- was forced to dlscontlnue because
of an 1llness. Owen Hamilton was made branch manager

in 1933, 30 years,iwhen,he ‘was advanced to head!'office.
Dallas Stradley was head man for the next 3 years. He
was followed by Delmar G, Duncan in 1965. The name of
Utah Poultry was changed to Intenmountaln Farmer s Assoc—

iation."

29
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A Few Miscellaneous Notes

Held first meet-

Bishop Elmo W. Hamilton. Relief

Abram Boﬁen was- the first

1947. Ded-

1947 by Spencer W.. Kimball.

1953,
Riverton divided into three wards

Riverton First Ward completed 1947.
1947.

Jane Morgah.

ing Sunday Feb. 2,
Society President,
funeral to be held in the new chapel Feb.
dcated Dec. 28, New bishop-
ric Sunday July 12, J. Harold Berrett, Eldred R.
Deno Seal.
Dec. 16L 1957; bishopric in Third Ward was Calvin G.

‘Charles R. Tea -~ clerks B111y
Slater and'Lyle A, Larsen:’
12,
V. Owen: Plckett, clerks, Bllly Slater, Dale Trapp and
On Sept. 15, 1968,

taken out of Third Ward and put in the First Ward t&

Osborne, Ralph C. Page,
New bishopric in Thlrd Ward

Aug. 1962 Raymond S. Beck, James Herbert Hansen,.

Gordon Densley. a few people were
more even the numbers in each ward.

Melvin Berrett, Riverton Fifth Ward Bishop, died
suddenly, March 24, . 1970.
be held in the new Riverton Stake Center, March 28,

His was the first funeral to
1970.
Dean Néviﬁ was sworn in as Postmaster in Riverton, Juiyr
5, 1963«
his death by a self-inflicted bullet, May 5,

‘He served in this capacity for 7% years until
‘ 1971.
In 1907, officers in the Jordan Valley Bank were:

Butterfield, Pres.; Thomas Nichols, Seth

Pixton, cashier; directors, Thomas P. Page, Thomas Free-

Very
sad.
A. T. Vice Pres.;
man, William T. Hyde,vJohn Hansen, Jr., George H. Dansie,
Zacharian Butterfield and Byron Groo. The Murray Eagle
priﬁ%ed at this time the following: "The first settle-
ment in what is.noWAkﬁown as Riverton occurred late in
1849 when parts of the narrow strip of land in the
Jordan River bottoms were farmed and a few dwelllhgs a
mile or two -apart, were erected. That of Nicholas T.
Silcox, one of the oldest pioneers, whd'died late in 1906
About 1875, the build-
ing of a canal, brought a large influx of settlers, and

in 1881, when the water from the Utah and Salt Lake canal

being one of the most prominent.

was brought in a large number of new farms were taken

30
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and brought under cultivation. Riverton in 1907 was a

district of good farms and especially fine residences

for an agricultural community. ‘They raised lucerne,

wheat, sugar beets, and potatocs. Orchards were planted.

" and they raised apples, péars, peaches and plums. River—

ton was one of the small towns to favor graded schools
and the Vlllage now has five classes. There is a-fine
meeting house here, whith is claimed to be the'ﬂgnest

Country Ward House in the State. The Amusement Hall,

called the Commercial Building, built by Daniel Densley

Jr., is also one of the largest in the County, and ‘usual-
ly crowded at deast once a week by those who came mlles
to trip the llght fanfastlc. The dance hall and stage
were on the second floor, and the first floor was used
for bu51nesses. In 1907, it housed the- Jordan Vagley
Bank with Seth Pixton, cashier, George Bills and Joseph
Park, general merchandise and meat store, Fred W. Webb,
shoe repair.and harness shop, Charles Millard, cafbenter.
‘ .David Bills ran a grocery and meat store a half

block ;way; John Malqdist,'a:blacksmith shop; Gilbert

Lloyd a.blaCRSmith shOP;“Page Pixton, gemneral merchandise

store., 'The.local post office of which Seth'Pixton was

postmaster and hired Geneva Garside to work there, had -
free delivery routes. There 1s a large acreage of land
west of the irrigated dlstrlct which is dry farms.
Jordan Valley Bank closed its doors during the
depression in.1932; never to open again. Henry Hurren

was cashier at the tlme;. Many people lost their savings.

Riverton was without a bank for the next 26 years. i o

. The Riverton Branch- of the Walker Bank and Trust
(ompany, was establ;shed'ln Riverton, July 1651957,
Riverton and the surrounding towns found it convenient

to have banking service 1in their town after having to

{0 either to Mldvale,.Sandy, Mugray or to Salt Lake Clty,3

tor so long Stanley W. Burgon, Union, was the flrst

manager and a551stantleash1er; Merrill Worsley, Herriman, .

»1s teller; Ruby Young., stenographer and bookkeeper.

34
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Riverton Town Park.

January 29, 1951, Dr. J. Irving Hansen sold 15 aéres of
ground and 12 shares of canal water to be used for a town
park. Eldred Hamilton and Leonard Beckstead made the.trans—
actLBn. ALater an extra plot of ground west of the other
plot, was bought from Gwynne Page and annexed to the first
plot.  Since that time gnass~and trees have bee? pianted,

a ball park built, playgrcund equipment brought fﬁ, horse

shoe games and toilets added, a water fountain for drinking

burposes, a fireplace, a pavilion with tables and benches,

a stage for programs,; buildings to house concessions on,

celebration'daYS;'éome'cément tables and seats f6f'picnic-
king’placed‘out'under'the_trees, ‘a good sized arené built
for hérse shows and rodeos. Through the Summer months -the
park is in great demand for family reunions, ward.%artles,
ball games, horse shows, and other amusements.such as a
tennis court in Summer.and icé skating in Winter. ,The,park
is .steadily being improved on until it is one of the fihest
in the county. . : |

Riverton Town Hall

A" half acre of grbund was purchased from Daniel and
Elizabeth E. Densley and the same amount from Edgar P. Mor-
gan, on Redwood Road and 12877 South and a brick building

.was completed March 31, 1956. . Elmer Seai was Town Board

president at the time. The structure was built at an
original cﬁst of $20,000 to house town board and clerk of-
fices, a recreation hall, kitghen; equipment for pipeline
company,'a space on the north side for a fire engine. Civic
clubs of the town raised funds to make. inside and out  im-
provements, as floor covering. a refrlgerator,tcupboards
were put in the kitchen, a piano was bought, and later an
ektra room was built back of the fire engine room and is .

used nearly every night by club @eetlngs, family reunlons,

votings, weddings, and other, entertainments.
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= Riverton Doctors

George Fergusson . was thé first doctor tb:live in ﬁiver—
ton, probably abcut 1909 or '1910." The secohq doctor was

Oscar Roi Hardy, born Jupe 14, 1880 and died March 6, 1922.

He married Laura Madsen April 1, 1900 in the Salt Lake

Tempie. She died August.BO, 1943. He graduated from North-
western Medical School in 1912 and came to Riverton to

practice directly after.g:They had a daughter, Marian and a

&
son, Harvey, and on April 23, 1913, triplets, alldgirls; Elise,

‘Estelle and Ester, were born to them. Ester died before -

she was a year old Dbut the other two lived to'.gdult-

hood. Elise is now Mrs. Edgington and Estélle is ‘married to

Dr. Clarence Oldaugh, Los Angeles. Dr. Hardy had

4t

Qné.ofvthe'mf
first automobiles in Riverton and lived here most of his .

adult life. . ' : x(

Information by Estelle H. Oldaugh: '

Dr. S. C. B. Sbrensen moved to Riverton in 1922:where he
set up a practice uhtil_his're%irement in 1968. *Héﬁkaélgorn
Sept. 23, 1881 in Denmark. He came to the United States
when 1?ﬁ?ears old. He was,raiéed_and went to schqol iniNor—
way until he graduated from high school.<:He,~with his par-
ents, a’Sistér and-two:brothers; joine&”the L.D.S. church'and
came to Utah, he breceeding the others. In 1903 he fil-
led a mission to Norway. He married Agnes Carlson in the
Manti Temple Dec. 1907 and they had four children born to
them. He worked his way-through Medical School in Southern
Califqrnia. His wife, Agnes, died in March 1931.~ He married
kthel McDonald, a trainéd nurse, May 3, 1933 in the Logan'-
Temple. ' : st e

7

 His son, Jacob Toccoy Sorenson also became a physician

and surgeon and began practice in Riverton in ;Q&O, with his

father. Latérlhe set up a practice in Draper, where he

- built a nice home. He married Marjorie Densley, a school

- teacher of Riverton, Sept. 10, 1936 in the Salt Lake Témple,

and they went to Philadelphia for‘two years after goingrto

the UniVersity of Utah for six years. He interned for two

years at the L.D.S. Hospital for the next two years before
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'sfarting to practice.. He still doctors mény Riverfgh

people (1971) and has a large practice.

First Dentists

Nlcholas Thomas Henderson was Riverton's first den-
tist. He was ‘born July 4 41883, in Salt Lake Clty.' He
married Allce Jensen of Crescent, June 27, 1906, and prac—,.

ticed dentlstry in the home of hls Uncle William Silcoyx

~about. 1911, He later movod’éo Salt Lake where he &et up an

office and practiced until his ret1rement when he was old.
‘They were the parents of five boys and one girl, Kenneth
was é dentist, Jay a phy51c1an and surgeon Mark. served a
m1551on for the L D S Church and daughter, Beth, was ‘a planlst.J
John Irving Hansen was the =econd dentlst in Rlvexton.
He was the son of John’ and Minnie Hansen, born Oct. 23, 1896
-in Riverton. He attended grade school in Rlverton, hggh
school in Jordan, and dental school at the University of
Southern California. He began practlce in Riverton 1n 1919.
Later he moved his office to Salt Lake City, coming to
Rlverton ‘two days a week for a whlle, then moving to Salt
Lake Clty.entlrely. He marrled Nellie Colllngham of Prlce‘
Utah, July 6, 1946 in Denver. He retired, '
Another dentist that practiced in Riverton for a whlle
was Calvin Bird Hutchlngs, born’ Sept. 12, 99" in South
Jordan. He married Mary M. Clark, Provo, Dec)'28,A1944.
They had seven children.,'He spent twd yearé in the U.S.
Navy and attended Dental School at the University of Iowa,

for four years.

Plural Marriage or Polvgamy.
When the Mormonvpidneere arrived in Salt Lake City,n
they came for rellglcus rreedom and tc raise a rquteous"
posterity in the. valley of the mounnalns. away trom out-
side elements cf the world and to Jncreaee the populatlon{
of the western arid- land that na cne else would have,

They were a God fearlnq pPeopie ied b§ Ttheir lcader, Brig~~

ham Young. In the ear1y~days of thls,dlspensatlon,'then'
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h:At thatatlme condltlons‘ﬁére:such that the Lord bxﬁrevelatlon

'ﬂ“lthdrew ~the command {to' contlnue the practlce, and

gceaae.

:after the Second Comlng of Chrlst and the ushﬁrlng.in of

“h;the Vlllenlum (Isa.'

'Rlverton men in theaRlverton v101n1ty marrled moréa han
'~.one n;fe. They wer"as fo(lows' Wllllam Af;Bllls, flrst.jl'
7.b1~hop oi Sout; A g gh,

Obvlously the, ‘practlce;w1ll commence“again

7)

Durlng the tlmwxwhen polygamy was practlced, severalf

Penn:.“

6 1879, he

zéf”;ed hls fourth'wafe, Annle Eastwood.' She had seven

~n1111am A. Bllls'drowned Apr11 5, 1915yiﬁgihe?36§dan'



“_’Marrled second w1fc, Azmlnta Wardle,\Jan. 20 ,‘1886L¥ Thoy'
-Ahad eleven chlldren., Sho d1ed June 8 1940., Marrled

‘le11¢beth D Bodcll March 9 '
A1956 The had ten chlldren. ;

"»:stead Bills, born Sep&.f4 185/ Jdnc thtle Cobtonwood.~

“‘_ sheba Beckstead Sept. 28, 1875. They had’ thlrteen chidren

"Mﬂcam’%from Rlverton, Bluf:f‘da"e1 S_Pth Joréan andliwo from

He died Dec. 13, 1930 in Riverton. He married Elizabeth
M. Buttey

'.was born Aug. ;OA 2 { -
t'é 29, 1942.,° Alexander.was the father of 29 chlldren.

' months each 1n the State Pen:tentlary for haV1ng more

< than one hlfe at a. tlme..iff;

"Crescent.” The acc1d9n* o'z ou*red at 8 %0 a.m.;

"3runn1ng Pgldllelthf‘hﬂ txdlf

"_367

reTd, ~Ju1y°1, 1880.

They “had 13 children.

}1888 She-dlcd May 18,
Danlel was the father of ‘
34 chlldren.i; ey R _”‘ , __;_, S
© Charles. M. V&kes;lbaaﬁ”hug;fa ;18%3'ihli6wa. Died
Apri1¥8' 1932. Warrled Carollne Hamllton, 1879.- They
had six. chlldrcu._ Shc dled Sept. 1%, 192).' ‘Marrfted R
second ‘wife  Sarah - E..Shores, March by 1885;; E}even;childx{;fﬁff

O = T
Tie o

‘ren' were born to them.g__{

Alexander Bllls,-gon of Wllllam A. énd Emellne Beck—-

Died Feb. 20; 1930 at: Brovo,‘Utah. Warrled Emlly Bath—

ren. .She dled Oct._ﬁg 193?.k Marrlpd second wife;(Rachel

Clemency Nee], Feb. 53 1880 in’ L1ttle Cottonwood Shéﬁu.:”'
was born Feb. 20 1860., TheyWMad elght chlldren.‘fSh§, f'C
d1ed Jan& 1?1 1933;1n,R1verton.' Marrled Hattle Mableii-r"ac

McMarth, Nov. 7,‘&

New Xork. Dled Nov.ﬁ

Charles H Nokes and Alquna:r ﬁlll- sexvcd 51x o

23

! " School. Bus and Traln Avc1dent - December 1,_1938

Twentv-two Jordan H'gh ScHoo] =tvdents and.bus,driver;

Farrold H. §11cox. We e &eltea-_cthrr* ‘serinusly- ivjnréd

and some dled latcr.w'Thls was uh? tO;J of btan‘ﬂfand maybe
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then'pulled onto the track. Fog and a light snow made vis-
ibility poor. . '

A terribléasight greeted -the horrified eyeé'bf the

‘first arrivals at the site of the accident. 'Only a few

,of the bus occupants were conscious and only two of the forty

r1d1ng the bus could walk. Bodies and parts of bodles,
littered both sides"of(tho rails. The frame of the "bus
literally wrapped 1tse1f around the locomotive and was so
flrmly wedged onto the englne, “that it took acetyline torches‘

to free it. All available doctors, nurses, and other rescu-

ers, and ambulances. were called into service. At ‘news. of -~

the accident near hysterla enveloped the eouthern pant of
the County. Jordan ngh School was dismissed and all,stu- ’
dents Sent to their-hdmes to calm relativés and~as§ure them
of their safety. Hundreds of ﬁersons crowded the accident
scene, and some fainted as they recognized the demolished

personal effects of some loved‘One. The County Hospital

- became a 'regular madhouse' as they attempted to make room

for the Yictims and the hospital was in chaos as crying'
parents sought to'loéateftheir children.

Within half an hour the once calm countryside was
turned into a sw1r11ng mass of saddened humanity, hysterical
parents searching for loved ones, grim offlclals proceedlng
with their tragic dutles and hundreds of others anxious to
count the disaster toll. Boys and girls bound for Jordan
High Scho&l, left their homes and entered the séhool bus,
laughing and chatting, full of the joy of life and animated
by the glowing dreams and ambitions characterist%g'of youth-
ful spirits. Less than n heouro al»tIWaIds, gri€f€~tri»ken-
parents, hysterlcaL nnd tlindea bj tears, were gearchlng
along the body strewn railroad tracks, hoping against hope
that they might find therr loved ones among the living.

-

A few”days later, when all victims had been identified,

- mass funeral arrangements were maée for most of the victims,

and the last rites were pronounced. Thousands gathered at
the Riverton School gymnasium on Sunday and again on Monday
where each day six caskets were placed side by side, where
services were held.

¢ | - — "

TENRRI TR e T peteea

e ST "
4 et ‘.so‘&-.w:g; o




L=
o o & TR (_. s P

B N T

s

38

Names of those who 1ost their lives and the names of
their parents are as follows:

Farrold H. Silcox, 28, driver of the fatal bus, son

of Nicholas H. and Minnie Brown Silcox, and husband of

Mary Adamson, and father of a son, Lawrence.

Neal W. Densley, 16, son of Joseph A. and Aurelia

Wilson Densely. ) -

Ole Peterson, 21, son of Ray and Martha SmlthtPeter—

son, doing post-graduate work at Jordan, High. .
'William Glazier, 17, son of Roy and May Bills Glazier.

Salt Lake City, but staying with his grandparents in Rlver—

ton, Mr, and- Mrs. Dav1d Bllls.

Robert H. Egbert, 16, son of Herschel and Mary Hansen
Egbert.. annl . ' ]
Roland Blaine Page, 17, son of Roland and CleaﬁBateman

Page.
Dean LeeRoy Winward, 15, son of Lee Roy and Mildred

Densley Winward.
Carol V. Stephensen, 15, son of Stephen F. and Hazel

Glles Stephensen. ;
Harold W Sandstrom, 15, son of Harry W. and Anna Mae

Sandstrom.

Kenneth~¢. Peterson, 17, son of Louis V. and Grace

Vaudrey Peterson, All of the above were from Riverton.

Bluffdale Fatalities:

Wilbert L. Webb, 19, son of Wilbert M. and Vina Larsen Webb.
Naomi Webb, 16, sister to Wilbert Webb.

Byard Larsen, 15, son of Sylvester and Virginia Larsen,

Rosa Larsen, 18, sister to Byard Larsen.
Naomi Lewis, 17, Daughter of Myrl ‘and Leota?Frost Lewis.
Rae Mlller, 16, daughter of George and Julia Casper 1] Wlller.

South-Jordan Fatalities:

{

Helen Young, 15, daughter of 'Parley A, and Iris C. Young.

Virginia Nelson, 15, daughter of Leo and Lillie Johnson

Nelson.
George Albert Hunt, 17, son of Albert J. and Florence
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Cook Hunt.

! Helen Lloyd,
bold Lloyd.

Lois 'Johnson, 17, daughter of Oscar Johnson.

Rela Beckstead, 15, daughter of Royal V.
Smith Beckstead.

and Coradine

Ps

Crescent Fatalitiess ’ .

.
""-’

Viola Sundquist, 17, daughter of Jack and Ida M. Sund-

qulst°

Louis - Duane Parklnson, 15, son of Samuel E.

and Alice
M. Parkinson.

Promlnent Clubs of Riverton

Riverton Daughters of Utah Pioneers

Original organlzatlon was affected April ll ﬂ900

North Temple, at the home of Annie Taylor Hyde.

A large
‘number of DUP

Camps have been,organized frbm this central
organizatioﬁ throughout Salt Lake and County. Théqhéin pur-
pose of the DUP is to wrlte and collect landmarks from fal-
ling into decay and to collect all kinds of relics of that

early day. Application for membershlp for Riverton Camp

was made May 23, 1933. First officers and charter members:

Elsie Banks, captainj; Francis May, ist vice captain; Eliza

Densley, 2nd vice captain; secretary, Connie Newbold; Annie
Garside, historian; registrar, Sadie Stocking; organist,
Ella Swenson; chorister, Rosamond Butterfield; teacher,
Florence Page; chapiain, Merinda Freeman; publicity chair-
man, L1111an Densley; members, Isabelle Butterfield, Erma
Battlson, Emlly Densley, Emma Hamllton, Mary ‘Jane Crane;
Violet Dansie, Hazel.Butcerfleld Janie Newman, Della Bllls,
Victoria Bills, Mary Egbert, Inez Neff, Marjofie Torkelsen,
Winnie Bills. Sarah Murgan, Grace Peterson, Nellie Coy, Rosa

Howard. Mabel Freeman, Maud P. Butterfield, Teenie Peterson.,

. For a number of years meetings of the club were discontinued.

Meetings were resumed again beginning March 23, 1961,
with the following officers:  captain, Doré B, Callicott;y

1st vice captain; Mary Egbert; 2nd vice captain, Phyllis

17, daughter of William H. and Mary A. New~

39
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Blanche B. Denaley and Leva Coy.

‘Butterfield; secretary, Enma Hamlitong histerian, Jenalee
Dutterfield; chapla'ih1 Vifginia Seal; registrar, June
‘Draper; custodian of retics, qarah Hender;on, lesson'leader,
Anna May.Sandsfrcm: members: Lula Kirk, Norma Madsen, ‘Merna
Peteréan, Eima Jchneon,'Marv.Mcrtensen,AMlldred Morgan,~
Mildred Smith. In 1971, this camp is still in.oper tion

and they meet: eVPry third Ihureday afrternocn at the Townv
Hall atv 1 p.m. with a[I{LGrb Elma John:on, Mary. %orfensen,
&,

2 Another DUP Camp for ladie~ that worked in'the daytime,

was Qrganlzed Aug-. 17, 1964 and was called "The Tithing Yard

Hill" Camp., The firsc meefgng was held in the home of Miss -

Jean Madeen and each eucceedlng meeting was held Tuesday
evenings in the homes of 1ts members. Charter members
were: Desna Newman, Jean Madsen, Aileen~Nielseh§%yary”Free—
man, Iola Newman, Ann Beckstead,; Reva Jardine,'Maurine Page;

Zelma Platt, Virla Wolstenhulme, and Lorena Smith.

Rlverton Rough Rlder Club

-

Rlverton Rough Rlder Club wa=‘nrgan1zed in 1956 by a
group of young men in Riverton who enJoy riding and. ‘S0 formed
their 'own club so they could compete w1th other clubs in the
State. Thev have become a very suecessful club, partlclpat—‘
ing in rodeo events, parades, etc, First offlcers of the
club were: Robert Cardwell; president; Willard Bills, vice
pres.; Emery Berrett, sec. 3 David Hamiltgn,ftres, Over the
vears they have helped wich'many service prcjects ih the
community and also have won many ribbons and trophies, at

their meets, both individually and as a ¢lub, ~Their member-

ship averagesz appruxlma'ely 40 memters and they have invit-

ed members from eurround;ng areas, Herrlman aﬂd Biuffdale,
to join them., Thelr.uniforms and riag are cutstandlng in
a parade with rtheir fiag bed ng guld and blue and blacks

their unifcrm censisting of blagk pants, blue ‘shirts. white

hat and gluves: In 1958 an arena was erected b the members
) g Yy

in the corner of the Tuhn Park and bleachers added in the

follewing year t2 acccmcdarc r>dec patr,ne which the RRR has

40
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Page; sec., Ted Facer° treasurer, Robert Cardwell°

© included?

sponsored each year in connectlon with the °4th of July

coloebration. An asset to the communlty the RRR Club/offlcers

al the present are- pres., Larry Hardman, vice pres., Lynn

Lor, :Geﬁorge Showell.
al L B ! | i)
Riverton Lions Club’
Durlng the Fall of 1942, a group of men in Rlvexton got
tngether and talked overithe pOsslbllltleS of organlzlng a.
£,

lLions Club. They decided to invite Herriman and Bluffdale

to join with them. Two meetings were held and on February

17, 1943, a meetlng was held at the home of J. Rex Hamllton;
and the club was organlzed under the superv1510n Qf a Llons:

Internatlonal Representatlve, Harry B. Jacobson from Fort
Morgan, Colorado..ﬂ'

The follow1ng offlcers were elected° presidegt; Leo~ "
nard C. Beckstead secretary, Joseph C " Frost; tailtwister,:
J. Rex Hamllton’ ‘lion tamer, Arthur Je Orr;

Stanley R.- Anderson, second v1ce-pre51dent, Marion”J; String-
ham; third~yice-presldent ‘Nels K..Thomson°

directors, Joseph
P. Butterfield, Elmo W.

ner, SCB Sorenson, one year. dlrectors.

The Charter nght banquet was held Aprll 10, 1943 with

Eldred R. Hamilton as chalrman. ‘The charter was- presented~

by District Governor T. Ray Klngston Murray. Meetlngs are

: held the flrst and third Mondays of each month except through

the Summer. -Some of the purposes and objects of the Lions'

Club in part, are: to promote'the principles of good gov-

ernment and good c1tlzensh1p, to take an active interest

.1n,the,01VLc, cultural, social and~moral welfare of the

. community, to provide a.forum for the'open'discussion of '

all matters of publlc 1nterest, to encourage se¥viceminded
men to serve the community without personal financial reward.

Some of the thlngs the Lions accompllshed throuoh the year
Hlelping to get a fire statioglin’Riverton May lQA%a

tetting a petition signed to incorporate the town Aug-

oF v VORI O

drlll mas—g

first vice pres., .

Hamllton, both two years, Charles Tur= 3
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ust 1946, : : )

‘Sponsoring two baseball teams, 1946,

Buying several strands of Christmas lights to decorate"
the town, Dec. ‘1946. ' '

~ Organizing a Lions Ciub in Crescent, 1947,

Sponsoring the lighting of the ball'park. |

Beginning the b1rthday calendar drlve, 1949, money to
. be used for the betterment of the town and town park; this
progect was carrled on for many years. _ g

" Installing two drinking fountains in Riverton, 1948.0

Sponsoring floats in different parades for'years. ]
Sending a near bllnd rerson to Summer Camp for the. bllnd
for a few" years.;..’TQ;. : d

Taking an’ b ey part in selllng $6, OOO of Rlverton
pipeline stock . to build storage tank to improve tﬁe water
system. , ! ‘

Sponsorlng Halloween parties in 1949 and through the
years for the local school in copnection with the Parent-
Teacher, Assoc1at10n. . ‘

Worklng up a- street and house numbering program w1th
the County Roads and Brldges Department, Feb. 1950., J

Installing. bleacher seats to seat 500 at the Ball Park
in June of I1950. L i - 4

Helplng a town member whose house was damaged by fire.
Nov. 1950. '

Helping in the purchase. of 16 acres of land for a Town
Park, club paid $400.

Helping with the Memorial Day celebratiOns.each yYear.

Helping in the sponsoring of pheasant hunts each yéar,

1

‘- '.. . . . ) ’t
Helping with the school ball park.

'Helping in the sponsoring of the Queen contests.
Helping to get gas in the community in 1955. |
Putting on the Red Cross Drgve, 1954

Sponsoring of the Donkey Ball Game Aug. 1954
Supplying a young glrl with glasses.

Sponsoring the Christmas tree and street lighting,

P TR
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. Dec. 1955 and thereafter. ' .
" B s Sponsoring Little League Ball games. |

% ',Helping build a pavilion in the Town Park, July 1956

!

Sponsoring-the Lions Clubs in Herriman and in Bluffdale,

1957.

- Sending two boys to Boy's State July 1967 and.each yeaf
thereafter. ' ' .

»

i
|
E Helping families to'Buy.clotHes to send theig children
i to school and helping other families at other times.
. Planting trees at the Town Park, 1959.

Installing signs directing people to park.

Sponsorn@ a glaucoma survey for people over 35 for
the south end of the county.

Sponsorlng flood llghts at the pavilion and other parts
. of the Town Park. Wg

Maklng benches to put in the pavilion.

Buying a wheel-chair for a Bluffdale boy.in 1968.
¢ Enlarging the pavilion and building a stage. ' .
( Donating $50 to the Little League Football’ organlzat—
ion. i

Helping with civic needs through the years, such'as July

floats for Town Days different years and participating in

many other projects.
Riverton Lady Lions

N

|

| L4 celebrations, Easter egg hunts, Christmas parties, making
|

|

{

i Organized Aug. 3, 1948, object to assist the Lions in
1 - .

i their projects and to take an active interest in the social,
§ civic, cultural, and moral welfare of the community. The,
meeting place was at the Rlverton Junior ngh School small:

audltorlum, in homes, and later when the Town Hall was’

built, they met there every third Monday evening in the month.

They took many field trips such as visiting the Blind Center

1- to see them present two one-act plays, visited the Sons of

Pioneers Museum, visited Lark Mineé, enjoyed picnic dinners

in nearby canyons, visited the Utah Power and Light Company

and watched demonstrations in cooking, attended conventions
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with the~Lioné~to St. Georgeg Vernal, Oéden? Ejko and other.
‘places. Some- of the a0compllshments of the ' lL.ady Lions are" i
1950-51 sent flrst glrl to Girl's State in Lov:n,.She was o
Yvonne Berrett. They have - sent a girl each ycur since. Gave'
$300 to pay a part on’ the Town Park Land donaf“d trees t0~.'
plant there, bought two planos, one for: the Tomn Hall and one

for the Park pav1110n, v151ted the Suqar Facfur. 1n ‘West

4

,Jordan, v151ted the Indlan School 1n Brlgham h::y, "1=1ted'

p
the Utah State Pr1son and had dlnner there, bo,,ht an~°lectrlc

sew1ng machlne for the bllnd, fllled 500 ChrJ~kﬂaS StOCklnSS
for ohlldren, began custom of trlmmlng a town tre e cuobed
for Santa for needy famllles,.Mary Crane dona‘ﬂé a beaspread ;“'

and members sold ohances. A large amount o 'man. we= ‘made

thls way. Blanche Densley sold subscriptions %o the Hld\ale et e “’ﬁf

Sentinel and turned in $90 to the club, and a-.OXEPO sored
the sale of 90 household books. Flowers were, axﬁdted %0 hos-
pltallzed members, flowers for members of memsfrs‘ feax ‘lles?
when death occured donated to the Daniel Coy - »mll" wben
hls home caught flre, donated to Red Cross, mz<e Oother,

donatlons to Bllnd Center and to handloapped cqllﬂrﬁ-z*gﬁ

0

Hazel Orr donated a beautlful flgurlne on whiw. 2 chances L 8 SI*fﬁ

sold. Catered at weddlngs, and sponsored dr;ﬂ—#*on toe.Blrth-

- day Calendars for years, spent $5OO on playgrv,nd ec::pment

for park, pald $200 for- Jordan Valley Day Care Center in.
South Jordan, ald for cupboard in the kitche= %t the Town

tlme and’ many other proaects too- numerous ‘to ﬁn%ﬁtionf. Built
a fireplace in the Town Park which cost 885G =4 a tlzque
which cost $35.50 to put,on the fire place. o =

Charter Members were: ‘M'élb"a Butterfiels. §resizenty
e

LaRue Hamilton, v1ce—pre51dent Mary Egber,, 4Qﬁ¢¢ﬁf ¥Lte. pres.,
“Mary Crane, thlrd vice-pres., Lllly Slmper. zwtf%féa?ﬁ.Héj | ;
zel Orr,.treasurer"members, Vlolet Hamllro n. UETY 3?5cxié$rf*fv .
Mary Page; Evelyn Beckstead, L01s ‘Anderson, Ravols 3ﬁ;ih}?.7 ‘
Adine McFarlane, Maxine Butterfleld Grace Tﬁ@?::n, 53291?
Stephensen, Ethel Sorenson, Ardean Nlchol", y*fi;a.iirznghém)

Kathleen Seal, Verda Merrlll Cornella Bur s el 335§as'

o
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' Teenie Peterson, Joy Slater. -

e e e L

Thomsbn, Cleo Page, Stella Berrett, Blanche Densely, Gladys f
Densley, Norma Grover, Helen Hamilton, Lavetta Hamilton, Y

Sarah Henderson, ‘Myrl Jensen, Jean Larsen;,Maurine Page,

Later the Lady Lions sponSofed a eourse for Defensive.
Driving, bought a refrigefator for the Town,Pank; and
bought three cement tables'and benches for picnicking in ' ' ,%
the Park. _ ' a . . . . §

e : '

The Rivereen Club was organized Sept. 1961, a special' .§
interest group meets the first Thursday of each month, w1th 3 , ~§
two hostesses each meetlng. " They choose their own special |
interests. They have had book reviews, lectures,'a travelogs,‘. ;
leéctures from lawyers on legal matters, Mrs.-. Avard Falrbanks, = .?

etc.‘ They have each been outstanding meetings. -Club mem~

Sua e

bers have been kept at twenty so they could accoMPdate
them in thelr homes. Flrst officers and charter'members . . .
were: Melva Butterfleld, pres.,'Desna~Nenman, 1st vice-pres.; . .z~§
Ann Beckstead, 2nd vice pres.; Jean Madsen, secretary; Reba; '
Jardine, Gwen Amundsen, Fumi - Tateoka, Rachel~Perr&,.Bee i W
Brown,’ Jean Page, Elma Johnson, Jean Newman, Shirley Jensen, .'f\;
Zelma Brown, MarJorle Danlse, Twila Parry, Norma Madsen,
Valene Lloyd, Margarett Petersen, Roberta Silcox. Each year~"* ; :'f
a progect is undertaken. In 1962 we donated two toasters to ' \
the Dentention Home; in 1964 donated cash to South Jordan Day
Care School; in 1965 installed cement park benchj; in 1966
installed second bench in the Town Park; in 1967'donated ten
folding chairs to be used in the cemetery; in 1968 donated
cash to Boys Town in Kearns; in 1969 donated clothing for
children in the Congo; in 1970 bought tableclothes for.all

to use for tables in thé Town Hall. Call one of the offi-

cers if one wishes to use.them.»n' : =
American‘Legion Riverton Post No. 140

Organlzatlon of the Rlverton Post of the American Leglon
was initiated by Lorenzo M. Hoﬁgrd a charter member of Jordan
Post No. 35 of Midvale, Utah.-

Mr. Howard called a meeting of eligible veterans, at' the
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Town Park, during July, 1963, for the purpose of discussing

the organization of an American Legion Post. He explained it

was necessary to have an organization in order to continue to

send local boys.to Boys' State. it was also the case of Girl's

Staters,

L

to have an Auxiliary ogranization. ,
The discussion among veterans present indicated that a
~ to ben-

?°
veterans belonging and need for a Post in Riyerton to carry
out the burial of veterans:

Leglon Post would certalnly be an asset to the communlty
fit
and burial Servicesui

They met with many obstacles, but through perservance, :
Jan. 18, 1964, officers were elected viz: i =

commander, Howard

Newman ; lst Vlce com. , Robert Sllcox, 2nd vice cgm., Robert L.

Helt; chaplaln, Lorenzo M. Howard sgt—at—arms, Jéfry CdlliCOt;,'
hlstorlan, Roland Page,'serv1ce officer, Ned Bllls,-executlve
commlttee, Ralph Crane, Ray Bills, and Glen Page. &Paul,Howard

was appointed adJutant ‘and finance offlcer. The Legion has

grown from the orlglnal 16 members to about 50, (1973). Melvin ‘

Withers has been Commander of the Post five different. times.

He says;mucn of the success of the Legion in Rivertbn,ﬂis owing

Lorenzo Howard and Paul Howard for their untiring help.
Boundries of Dlstrlct 140 are: Riverton, Bluffdale,

riman, Lark and South Jordan, however there are

Her-
a few members
from outside.of this area.

Activities of the Riverton Legion still operating are: .
ﬁemorial'Day services'at the above cemeteries; services qu
deceased veterans; sending several boys to Boys' State each year;
purchasing ceremonial equipment, colors and rifles; purchasing
small flags for veterans graves; holding Santa Claus parties at
the Town Hall with treats for the children and helping needy
veteran's families at Xmas tiﬁe;.conducting flag presentation
and dedication on.Arhed Forces Day; helping with Flag raising
and Independence Dav celebrations; conducting Flag etiquette
educatibn; conducting rabbitzhunts dnd wrestling matches;
helping with Queen contests and zsc‘hool award's programs at the
Riverton Elementary School; deer hunting contests; holding

Legion dinners and western dances.

I e
o ] adb
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American Legion Post 140, Auxiliary

On March 26, 1964, the wives of some of the Post members,

met and organlyed the Riverton Unlt of the American Legion Aux-

111ary. Elected pPresident was Kathy Howard; 1lst vice _president;

Afton Crane, 2nd vice pres.; Verna Lloyd; secretary, Fern Helt;

historian; Shirley Newman; chaplain, Della Bills; Sgt ~At-Arms,

Lois Sours; executive committee, Helen Howard and- Sarah Hender-
. ’ ?
son.,

e,

The Aux111ary Unit proved to be a great help to the Post

during the following Years. Mrs. Helen Howard was responsible

for the Aux111ary organlzatlon in Riverton. She had been a -

charter member and presldent of Jordan Post #351948 -serving two

terms. She was also pre51dent of District #3 whlch included

Salt Lake, Utah, ‘and Tooele Counties, 1943. She’ was director

of Girl's State for 14 Years, and previously worﬁgd in-this

organization all together 21 years. TI1l1 health forced her to
retire in 1967. .

)

Other offices she held were National Commlttee Woman,
1950 Cha1rman of Child Welfare of Western Reglon,.chalrman
of many committees of Post #35 Auxlllary. Mrs. Howard vis-—
ited every unit in the State of Utah and claims she traveled
30, 000 mlles by automoblle and attended every district conven-
tion whlle in office. She represented National Securlty
Council three times visiting Chlcago, Minneapolis. and Hollywood.

She: represented the State of Utah at the National convention
in Washington D.C. ’

y Pioneer Choirs in Riverton

Edward Orgill led the first singing in Rlverton, and he
organized a regular ch01r before the Ward was organized.
Among the members of the choir were: Edward Opgill, William

H. Boulder, Joseph'Draper,,Alma Silcox, Sarah Paulina, Nina

~Silcox, Mary, A. Orgill, Mary A. Howard, and Esther Draper.

They held ‘their rehearsals in private homes twice a week. ;
Mr. Orgill accomplished mucﬂ in early Riverton history,
which was really outstanding under the circumstances, as

his one arm was amputated and one leg badly crippled in a




He
came to America shortly after, managed to get an education,

. taught school for many years, later married one of his

,studentsz Mary Ann Farmer,fand they raised ten children.

mill accident in England when he was only sixteen.

He not only led the singing, but did the calling at the

dances, which were mostly quadrllles, umpired ball games,

and was always actlve 1n church work

]

¢ ' .
FRED W. WEBB S,

Another early pioneer choir leader in Rlverton,'was Fred
W. Webb. He was born May 6, 1856 in England. 1In 1876, he
married Emma H.. Bates and came to Riverton in 1878. They
were endowed Oct. 24 1878 and were the parents of 11
children. Mr. WEbb and Edward Orgill led the singing in
.all the dlfferent aux1liar1es in the Rivertgn Ward, and .each
one organized a choir. While Mr. Webb was leading his
ch01r, they won a stake contest in the East Jordan Stake in
1914 "and they were given a silver cup with the names of the
singing group engraved on it, the Year and the leaderS.name,'
It was kept in the large domed church until it was tofn down‘
,1n 1939 and it 1siprobably in one of the Rlverton wards today.
Names inscribed on the cup were: = Fred W. Webb, - Erma
Crane Battlson, Elsie Crane Carpenter; Vllydla Webb | Johnson,
‘Linnie Webb Black, John Madsen, Norma Hamilton Madsen, Sarah
Howard Henderson,'Jean Howard Larsen, Ivy Dansie Sorenson,
Rose Dansie Ennis, May Bills Glazier, Sylvia Bills Page, _
Maad Page Butterfield, Louetta Bills Madsen, Jennie Miller
Bills, Joseph Green, Carrie Bills Green, first organist in
Riverton; Marie Hamilton Bills, organist;. Hattie Bills Hil~
ton, Emma Bllls Hamllton Truby Densley Holt, Lydia- Green
Otteson, Alto, Edna Lloyd Meyers, S.F. Sgephensen Ren How-
ard, Eva Howard Crump, Reynold Bills, Ethel Lloyd D1mond,,
Ida Hackett Battlson,HSadle Bills Stocking, Nellie Bills '
COy;'Chris Madsen, OQin:Crump, Florence Hamilton Crﬁmp,
Jack Hendson, Millard Hendérson, Ezra Bills, Irene Miller,

Mary Jensen Page, Clara Orgill AYlett} Burilda Orgil{ Jeffs -

L8
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Page, Arinie Van Tassell Millard, Fred Weenig, Margaret Weenig
Tea, Charles Webb, William Silcox, Sr., Alvin Miller, Eliza-
beth Bills M1ller, Thomas and Reuben Hamllton.

In the north end of the Commercial Building, was lo-
cated the only harness shop south of Bingham Junction (later

“Midvale) and west of Sandy. The shop opened in 1899 and
in 1904 Fred W. Webb began business there, repairing shoes
as well as harnesses, ‘B§)good management and gobqawork-'
manship and paying attention to his customers needs, he es-
tablished a lucratlve and constantly increasing bu51ness, which
in no small degree, added to the commercial 1mportance of Riv-
erton. Mr. Webb was mu51cally inclined and played second fld—.
dle in the band that was organ1zed. Entertalnment ‘was not
overlooked wh1le the ploneers were struggling under ‘trying
condltlons, for Riverton had a good strlng band alsp a brass
band and they pPlayed for all dances west of the Jordan River,
even as far as Blngham. Edward Orgill did the calling for
these dances and played in three dlfferent bands. Fred.died
Nov. 1944. ' 45

+ Information from Andrew Jensen's history of ' , Om%=
; Riverton, Estella Warner Wiechart, grand-
daughter of Fred W. Webb Erma Crane Battison
Personal Hlstory.

Riverton's Firs Primary Association

At a Sunday meeting held in the Riverton meeting house,
Feb. 5, 1888, a Primary Association was organized in the
Ri;erton Branch by South Jordan's bishop, William A. Bills,
with Mrs. Caroline Hansen, president; Miss Nina E. Silcox,
first counselor; and Miss Mary A. Howard, second counselor,
Mrs., Telitha J. Holm,'secretary, Mrs. Eliza Draper, treasurer.
Mary Howard resigned and Mlss~Sarah J. Beckstead was chosen
as second counselor, April 14, 1882. Jesse Brown was
chosen assistant secretary at the ¢Same time,

February 22, 1885 a reorganlzatlon was affected as fol-

lows:  Mrs. Martha S. Plxton,.pre51dent; Mrs. Elenor Beckstead.

49
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and Sarah H. Howard, '

counselors; Seth Pixton, secretary. In
June, Mrs. Howard moved away and Mrs. Matilda Tempest was

. cho-
sen as second counselor and Miss Margaret J. Dansie as sec-

p— i

retary (the former secretary, Seth Pixton hav1ng-fe51gned)
and Miss Jane Pixton, treasurer. In the Spring of 1892,
. Mrs. Hilda Walker was chosen as second counselor,

et WS

.'Sister Tem-
pest having been promoted to first counselor.when Counselor
i Beckstead moved away frdm’ the Ward.

Counselor Wakker died

Oct. 12, 1892, and in June 1893, Mrs. Elizabeth Densley was
chosen second counselor. '

In the Spring of 1894, Secretary

Dansie resigned and Miss Sarah E. Blake was chosen secretary
to take her place. '

o VY
PERE

e ¢ g+

In 1894 meetlngs were held every week and the .associa=-
tion was in good condltlon.

not copled up-to-date.

e
o 0

The records were complete, but
A reorganlzatlon was affecﬁed at a
Ward Conference held May 3,

'y 1896, and Mrs. Marina Hansen was
made president with Counselors Dora.Petersen and Mary Nielsen.
' Mary Nielsen Butterfield died July 4

PUEPERES

1897 and Lenofa’ﬁgward
was appointed first counselor in hér stead, May~ 15,1898

Secretary Carolina M. Nokes was also released
tion was reorganized April 2,

e e

s mam

The associa=~
1900 with Mrs. Sarah A. E. Dan-
sie, president; Mrs. Sarah L. Webb and Mrs. Mary Carolina

Nokes, counselors; Miss Juli&d Miller,
May Butteffield, freasurer;
director.

T A AP A SN e

Secretary, Miss Anna

and Miss Geneva E. Howard,'mﬁsic
These officers still were in office Dec.

e i
T L (s

, 5 f
31, 1900. :
The Rivertones, Quartet

The Rivertones, a male qﬁartet consisting of John Smith,
Fred Densley, Alf¥ed S. Morris and Orr Hill
by Rayola Smith and Mav1s Hlll,

% - » ! :“
and accompanied £
history.

are a part of Riverton's K
This group Ban e Besas singing together glnce 1960. ol | ' %ﬁ
They have entertained all over the Western States at numerous
;ommunity functions, civic clubs, Ward suppers,

darties, weddings, etc.

commercial

They have brought comfort through
heir renditions at funerals and memorial services. Because
hey consider their talents a‘special gift

they welcome the
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opportunity to serve through song. Three of this group, John,
Alfred and wife, Violet, and Fred are members of the Salt Lake

Tabernacle Choir and have been on a number of trips with them.

The "Rivertoneé Juniors" a trio and sons of the Quartet,
Craig Densley, Dan Morris and Ronald Hill have entertained

various groups, also. They won the State Farm Bureau Talent

(1963) contest when they were ten years of age. They,oboo, have
sung on numeroas occasig;s in different parts of*%he state.
Two members, Robert Peisley, and Steven Hill were added to
this group:;to make a combo, called "The Satisfive.

Their
entertainment has been temporarily postponed while the young

men serve:full‘time'L.D.S. Missions. The dldep;grpup‘is still
in operatiohl,fl???)ﬁﬁi S o
< PR by Mavis Hill .
L oI K ! .
Previous to this time, an earlier quartet consisting of
‘the following men were:

Stephen F. Stephenson, Allen Stock-
~ing, Millard Henderson and Jack Smith.

é

R

In 1893, when a general call was made upon-the people
for donations to.complete the Salt Lake Temple, the amount

allotted to Riverton, was $2000; in response the Saints
donated $2829.50. Prior to ‘that time, the Saints in River-

ton, had contributed to a fund for building temples at
Logan, Manti, and Salt Lake City.

.
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. ceived a good business education in London.

P
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THOMAS PHILLIP PAGE -~ taken from his history

Ehgland, December
He comes from a very old Welch family. He re-

Thomas P. Page was born in London,
22, 1850.

He. joined the
L.D.S. Church and the succeeding year, 1872, emigrated to
the United States and la%er, the same year, came’ o Utah.
In 1873, Thomas married Emma Harms also from England. He
homesteaded 80 acres of wild unirrigated land which is

now Riverton, but at that time was West Jordan, subsequent-
ly South Jordan and then Riverton. In 1882, he married

Harriett E. Frankland from England, having d1vorced his.
first w1fe.- He folloWed contractlng, surveying, frult
growing, hav1ng.a large ‘Winter apple orchard, and qﬁher
occupations. '

In 1883, the family moved to Scofield, Carbon County,
where Mr. Page was manager of a store for the Union Pac-
ific Railroad at their coal mines. They lived therelsét7
en yearéi He moved his family back to Riverton and they
lived there the rest of their lives. In 1881, he started
a small mercantile buéiness; the second store in Riverton.
The building was enlarged and remodeled many times, and
at différent times housed apartments, post office, bank,
drug, lumber, confectionaries, a lgne of groceries, dry
goods, etc. Beginning in 1899, he served two missions to
Turkey and other countries mnearby. He was released from '
hié mission because he contracted Malaria. But he traveled
extensively, especially in the Holy Land countries. He -
crossed the ocean about 16 or 17 times. He was one of thé.
men to whom a great deal of credit is due for th'e instal-
lation of the pumping plant at the head of the.Jordan River

that was used for irrigating purposes when the water in the

canals was ;ow. . 7 _
While Mr. Page's attention was called to other lands .

principally Turkey, Palestine, etc., his business was in

other hands. The Page-Pixton Company store was in exist-

ance for fifteen years, being run by Seth Pixton. It was

Qe dlaahcr i
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later Page-Hanscun and was run by John Hanscn, Jr. When

Mr. Page returned from his travels, he again assumed con-
‘trol of his mercantile business.

The first telephoné in Riverton was in Mf. Page's
store. ‘

Mr. Page spent about 17 years of his life doing

‘missionary work, most of the time in Turkey, later the

Armenian Mission. Ile waa,plocted to the lower house of

o
the legislature in 1929 and reelected in the next o

session. He was the father of 16 children.

‘Mr, Page died April 5, 1933, leaving a large poster-

ity, some who became prominent in Riverton and elsewhere.

GWYNNE PAGE

x!'
.

Gwynne Page was a member of the Salt Lake Couﬂﬁy Com~

mission from 1940 to 1946. At the time of his death,

June 9, 1962, he was pfesident of the Riverton Motor Co.,
the Page—Berrétt Realtors Co., ;hd the Page Apartments.

He had also been president of the Salt Lake County Library
Board, Riverton Old Folks Committee, and a directorhof the
Jordan Scﬂool~District. From 1936 to 1940, he was a-
director‘of the Sapdy—Midvale and Riverton Bank unfil it

merged with Walker.Bank, and had also been a director in
the old Jordan Valley Bank.

Mr. Page was manager of the Page-Hansen Co., a mer-—

cantile store in Riverton and was a former president of

the Riverton Lions Club. He had been a counselor to

David Bills in the Riverton Ward Bishopric and at one time
he served a‘two—year mission fer the Church.

He replaced
James S. Ferrill in the Bishopric in 1925.

Mr. Page was born January 20, 1885 in Scofielld, Car-

bon County, Utah, and was resident of RiVerton'singe

1891. He marriéd Mary Jensen of Crescent, February 3, 1910 ~
in the Salt Lake Temple. They werelthe parents of six '

children.

53
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! DUKE PAGE | '

Another son of Thomas P. Page was Duke, who gained
prominence in different fields. He was born in Riverton
July 21, 1894. He married Sylvia Bills October 13, 1915
in the Salt Lake Temple. They were the parents of seven

"¢ children. They were later divorced. He.married Fay
Nielsen May 21, 1948 in Phoenix, Arizona. Duke movied his
family to Nephi in 1926 fhere he owned and operatgd the
Nephi Ford Ageney and in 1931 he moved to Payson and
opened the Page Auto Company. In 1936 he opened the Utah

R

County Implement and Auto Co. of Spanish Fork._ From 1942

to 1955, he was enqaged in Real Estate business 1n ‘Salt

i - Lake Clty. In 1959 he opened the Duke's Lanes Bowllng of

' 2 Spanlsh Fork. He was active in Utah Mining developments.
He was stockholder and director of other bu51nesse§ Mr.
Page died March 29, 1962 in Spanish Fork. Mrs. Fay Page
died August 8, 1968 in Spanish Fork. :

ROLAND PAGE

Roland Page was born in Riverton July 19, 1896. He
marrled Cleo.Bateman March 1; 1920 in the Salt Lake Temple.
Seven children were born to ‘this union; the oldest son,

Blaine, was killéd in the train-~bus accident December g

1938,

Roland was an ardent church worker having held impor-

tant offices in the church all his life. He worked in the

mercantile business most of his adult life and about 1936
- opened the Rolsave General Mefchandise Store on the site’
of the old Jordan Vailey Bank. He is still operating and“
owns the store today. (1971) et
Roiand recalls the advice his father gave him when

a young marl7 "Rolly," he said, 'it doesn't do much good to

e e o S 4 A o o AR 3 0057

- wink at a girl in the dark." It probably had a double
) meaning .

Cleo died February 18, 1962, She was born March 26,

oy SRV Iy I



1900 in West Jordan.

She held many important offices in
the church, was president of the Lady Lions, a member

of

the Ladies Literary, a member of.the Riverton Flowers
E : Cltbs."She was’ an excellent seamstress and made many '

beautiful pieces of handiwork in crocheting,-knitting

and
embroidery.

Her speciality was quilting.

MEREDITH PAGE PR S

e,
~ Meredith was born in Riverton January 31, 1902. He
filled a mission to the Southern States in 1923 to 1925.

He married Maurine Steadman May 12, 1926 in the Salt Lake
Temple. Thféefchiidréﬂ»ﬁére»born to them. Their only

son, Alma M., was killed August 1956 in an earth slide at
\ the Bingham Open Pit Mine.

Jensen,

g o S A

He left a wife, the foimer Ruth
and a baby, Kristine.

e

Meredith and his wife, Maurine, have traveled quite

-
A oy
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extensively, have toured around the world, stopping in the
South Sea Islands, East Indies, Mediterranean Sea area,“
Ports o€:Call, North African Countries, Italy, Spain,
France, Portugal,lSogth American Countries, Meiico;~Alaska

West Indies, Australia, New Zealand, and many other places.
Meredith in‘middle life left the Church.

MAUD PAGE BUTTERFIELD

Maud:- Page Butterfield, a daughter of Thomas P. Page,
d wasg born April 3, 1890, in Scofield, Utah was married to
L .

; Zachariah 'T. Butterfield in the Salt Lake Temple. . Soon

i after the marriage, Zach left for a Mission to the Society"
z' Islands. In Maud's early life and while her husband was

3

{

]

i

i

;

on his mission, she worked as a clerk in her father's

store. She was an ardent church worker and heldimgny

important dffices in the ward and stake, and filled a

\/ stake mission. '~ She was Stake Era‘Director for many

: years, secretary of the Farm Bureau in 1936-38 and worked
i . .

as clerk in the Jordan Valley Bank.

She and her sister,

55
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Harriet (Hattie) Freeman, did extensive reseérch work aloﬁg
genealogy lines. Maud: made a trip to England to further
this work and to gather information. Having had no children
born to them, Zach and Maud  adopted a daughter, Evelyn,
and a son, Edell. Zachariah died April 19, 1952.

: Harriet Freeman, having been left a widow with six
children to raise, opened a cafe and tavern which she suc-

cessfully oﬁerated for many years. She sold this business

e,
to her daughter, Vivian, and husband, Arch Brown. Harriet
served a Stake Mission. She died May 31, 1969 at the age
of 83.

DAVID BILLS . . .o Tl | . .

a - On August 7, 1921, as Gordon S. Bills was re%gased

from the Riverton Ward Bishopric, David Bills was sus-

tained as biShop with Thomas M. Hamilton,-first coun-

= selor and James S. Ferrill, second counselor, and Miéhqgl
< John Tischner, clefk. George F. Richards, apostle, of-
ficiated. '

James S. Ferrill was released when he moved to Sélt
Lake City. Gwynne'Page was sustained in his place at a
conference held September 13, 1925. (History Record).
They held this position fof'six years when they were
honorably released.

David Bills was born April 13, 1874 in South Jordan.

He died October 14, 1943 in Riverton. He married Lorena
‘Emeline Smith April 4, 1889. They received their endow-
ments November - 9, 1892 in the Manti Temple. Lq;ena died
June 17, 1947 in Provo, Utah. They were the parents of
16 children and with one exception, all lived {p adult-
hood. '

They lived for a time in Bluffdale. In 1905, David

opened a meat and grocery store in Riverton and also

SRR i S Ty Tt O

built a nice home., His delivery @agon made regular trips

to Bingham and vicinity taking fresh meat and poultry,

o

for sale,
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Mrs. Bills was a faithful wifé and helpmate to her
husband.

serVing as counselor and president of the Y.W.M.I.A. and
president of the Riverton Relief Society.

Orin E. Befrett read aﬁ.éccount from the history of
‘Rivefton of David Bills and counselors, Thomas M. Ham-
ilton and Gwynne Page, ?E.a ward reunion held March 4,
1933, He said, "On August 7, 1921, David Bills was ap-
pointed bishop of the Riverton Ward, with counselors
Thomas M. Hamilton and James S. Ferrill and later Gwynne
Page. At this time they took over a ward debt of $11,000
and in five years the debt was all cleared off...They also
had repaife& fhe:ﬁéa§i§g:system, painted and p;béréd rooms
of the church,,éﬁd 6h~$eptember 13, 1927, they werée re-

leased from office:after having served the churéh%and peo-

. ple for six years."

Up to this time, September 13, 1927, the following
officers had presided over the ward: :

Bishops

Nicholas N.'Silcox, President of the Branch

Lars Jensen, President of the Branch, Grandfather of"
Patriarch Reynold Bills ' ‘

Orrin P, Miller, first bishop

Gordon.-S. Bills ‘ ’ .

David Bills

First Counselors

Jesse M. Smith, Uncle of Frank Smith
. Gordon S. Bills

Charles E. Miller
Thomas M. Hamilton

Second Counselors

Gordon S. Bills - . ' -t
Christian Petersen

Zachariah Butterfield

James S. Ferrill

Gwynne Page

Clerks

William H. Bowden
James Blake

She was an active church worker most of her life,
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Charles E. Miller
Seth Pixton
William H. Bowden
Freeman Lloyd

Isaac E. Ereeman i
Michael J.

Tischner

L d

On the same occasion, when Da?id Bills and others
were released, the Riverton Ward was divided‘into the
Riverton First and the Riverton Second Wards. Stake

President Joseph Holt pgesided. There were 102'£9milies
in the First Ward and 105 families in the Second Ward

The following bishoprics Wére appointed'
Flrst Ward

Vernal C. Webb — bishop
Reynold: Bills
Elmo W. Hamllton

Second Ward

Wilford J. Meyers — bishop ' =
Heber Crane

Thomas Callicott
M. J. Tischner -

cl%rk
Immediately after the

the Sedond Warditeok'steps towards the erection of a new.
chapel which was completed

in 1929 at a cost of $55,000.

the wards met at different times in the
‘domeshaped church. -

In the meantime,

When this church house was razed in

1939, the First Ward held Services in the nearby school
house. .

Construction had already been started on a new church

for the First Ward, but due to the Second Wofld.War and
material shortage, it took eight years to cemplete.

In i947, the chapel was completed and waszedicated
in December 1947 by Spencer W. Kimball. During this time,
Bishop N. K. Thomson and Bishop Elmo W. Hamiltpn led the
Fifst Ward as Bishops. They were followed by Bishops Rey-
nold Bills,”J. Harold Berrett, Deno E

. Seal, Allen Stock-
ing and Orr Hill. .

Blshops of the Second Ward’durlng thls time were:

organization of the new wards,

58
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Wilford Meyers, Lancelot Bills, Franklin Seal, Thomas A.
Callicott, Edward Beckstead, Elias C. Butterfield, Willis
Petersen, and Eldred R. Beckstead. - |

In 1956,-Riverton'First Ward was,di&ided égain to

form the Riverton First and Third Wards;. The bishop of
* P .

‘the Third Ward was Calvin Osbornec. Bishops<éincé.pave

been Raymond Beck and VF§e~Berfett. On September 18,
1960, the Riverton Stake was organized, with J. Harold
Berrett being named president, Leonard C. Beckstead, first .

counselor and Merrill E. Worsley, second counselor. The

. wards included were Riverton First, Second and Third,

Bluffdale, Herpiman.ahd Lark. . Riverton Stake was re-
organized:Fébfﬁafj Ll§;l§62 by Howard W. HuntefA%ith
Leonard C. Béékétéad;-bresident, Merrill E. Worsley and
Elias C. Butterfield?'COunselors, J. D, GaYlord'jghnson
and Clifton D. Lloyd, clerks.

As the population of therRiverton'Whrds increased;
it was necessary to again divide the wards to makeftheA
Riverton Fourth and Fifth Wards,'with,Max S. Becksteadt
being sustained as Bishop of the Fourth and Melvin Ber- .
rett, Bishop of the Fifth Ward. Bishop Reed Thaxton is
the present bishop of the Fifth Ward. (1972)

There are now eight wards.in'the Riverton Stake. .
Our beautiful new Stake Center was beguh in 1968; it was

dedicated October 11, 1970 by Milton R. Hunter. It is

" located at 1855 West 13400 South and is the regular meet-

ing place of the First and Fifth Wards as well as the

stake meetings.

LANCELOT BILLS .
yf‘

Born.Maréh 3, 1896 in Bluffdale, Utah to David and
Lorena Smith Bills, the fourth of sixteen children. He
attended Elementary Schcol at BYuffdale and in Riverton where
they built the home on 12600 South 1630 West (Herraiman

Road). He helped his father farm, and deliver meat and farm

produce to Bingham Canyon. He served as a missionary in the
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"'Ward from January 193° to 1938. The- Blngham business was

ity. He married Lucy Eudora Merrill November 27, 1883 in

3 8an B

60
Eéstern States Mission from November 1014 to Decembee 1916.. |
He married Cecelia Mason, September124, 1919, and they are T ) fj
the parents.of.nine children, five girls and four boys; They "
llVOd on Redwood Road untll June 10, 1930 when they built a- 'n'~}#

new home on 3600 West, He was Blshop of the Riverton 2nd

dlscontlnued in Doccmber 1930, at which time he managed his

father s store (Dav1d Bf&ls Store) until his fathgr' s death

in 1943, at which time he took over the store until he retlred
June 1961. He died at Provo, Utah, Aprll 4, 1965.

GEORGE w.fBILLs

George Welllngton'Bllls was a promlnent 01v1c "ahd L.D.S.
Church leader of Rlvorton, For many years he was proprietor
of a General Merchandlse store~at<Rivefton'and aleg engaged
in chicken ranching. He was the first president of’the Riv-
erton Commerical Club. Before' moving to Riverton he took an
interest in the affairs of Bluffdale L.D.S. Ward having served
as a member of the blshoprlc for a number of years, in add-
itiont to his work in the Y M.M.I.A. and Sunday School. In
1908 ‘he was pre31dent of an LDS Mission in. Ohio.

He was born August 9, 1864 in South Jordan, a son of

William A, & Emeline Beckstead Bills, pioneers of that vicin-

the Salt. Lake Endowment House. He died April 22, 1939 at his
home. They were the parents of twelve children. . o

. Lucy ‘Eudora Merrill Bills was born in Mlllcreek January
14, 1865, ‘daughter of William W. and Lucy Pugh Merrill.
Eudora was active in auxiliary organizations qfrthe churEh,
She died in.i945 at the age of 80 years., 8 4

Eudora was a devcred wife and mother and catered to her

husband’qaﬁpetiteo Her children recall that,.51nce George
loved buttermilk biscuits, she made them for him and served.
them hot eVery.single m_rning. Th spite of this he lived
to be 75, |




Rl N
-

Store, Live Stock Compapy."
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HEBER S. CRANE

Heber.S. Crane, with ofher men in Riverton'were directors
of the Riverton Bank that started in 1905. He was a directer
of the Riverton Plpe Line. and owned stock in dlfferent com—~
panles that helped Riverton to better living condltlons, such

as "The Utah Poultry Association, Canning Factoryz Page.Hansen
He being a sheepman, and farmer gave many meh work and
he}ped many on m1s51ons for the church. Hegwa5~espe01ally
generous to the sons of Widows'giving them work to help their-
mothers. | 23 .
He was’ Flrst Counselor in the Rlverton Second Ward Bls—.

hopric from 1927 to 1932 and was a generous donator for many

" chutch edlfiﬁes. :‘T:

He was born in Sugar House and died in River%on February
7, 1947. _ , '

His wife was Mary Jane M&ller Crane who lived :to be 86'
years of age. She was Born'August 25, 1872 in Herriman, to .
George and Olive Butterfield Mlller. She married Heber S. | ~y
Crane September 10, 1891 in the Mantl LDS Temple. She was :

an ardent church worker arnd was pre51dent,of the Relief Society

and also the Y.W.M.I.A. She was a member of' the Genealogical

Society and Relief'Society,Visiting teacher for.forty.years.

Mary Jane was a member of the Riverton Flower Club,

- helped many people in need. She was a hard worker, and immac-

ulate hoﬁsekeeper, and was the mother of a large family.

-

Handed in by Erma Crane Battison

EMILY H. & MOSES DENSLEY

Tﬁe‘children.of Emily Huffman and.MOSeéjﬁ%nslej entertain-
ed at an open house reception at the Riverton First Ward Chapel

on their Golden wedding anniversary, September 22, 1948.

Moees;.son ef'Dahiel and Sgrah Beech Densley was born
March 21, 1874 in Herriman. At the age of 15 years, he and

his twin brother, Aaron, started herdlng sheep for their
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brothers, Daniel Jr. and Will Densley. Within a few Yyears,
Moses and Aaron formed a partnership and continued in the sheep

business for sixty years, in Idaho and Wyoming, while each

- maintained a home in Rlverton.

Moses's wife, Emily, daughter of Jacob and Ellzabeth Frls—
by Huffman, was born January 4, 1878 at Upton, Summit County,
Utah. ,,‘ : : all | -

The couple were married September 22, 1898 #t Upton and
ten years later went through the Salt Lake Temple. They were
the parents of six children. Emlly and Moses lived in Rlver-
ton all their merried life and have been active workers in
the LDS Church. ' | .

Mrs. Densiey serVed'as fifst~counselor te'tﬁfee pfesidents~
of the Relief'Society}‘Lydia Ottosen, Sarah J. Morgan and Mary '
Je. Pege. She also served as- Visiting Teacher’ for§about fifty
years. Emily and her sister Eliza, who was the wife of Aaron,.'
were noted for glVlng so much of thelr time to a551st their
neighbors in tlmes.of sickness and death. They were always, k
there when'needed...Emily.died July 2k, 1951 and Moses;dled
in March 1952. ' " a §

Aaron married Ellza J. Huffman July 26, 1900 in Riverton,?
later solemnized in the Salt Lake Temple. She died Oetober
20, 1946. | | |

Aaron ‘served a two year mission to the Western States
ffom 1911 to 1913. He, with his brother Aaron, were well known
sheepmen of Idaho and Wyoming. L
. Eliza was born July 12, 1876 to Jacob and Elizabeth Fris--

by Huffman. Both Aaron and Eliza were active church workers

+

and parents of seven children.
.  E et
LIONEL L. MYERS :
 Lionel-Lafavette Myers died March 1962 at the age of 82.
He Wés a former president of thé West Jordan Stake Mission.

He had been General MManager of the Riverton Live Stock Company

and direetor and organizer of the Riverton Canning Co. He had

.sheep and owned and operated a Tarm in Lehi for about 30 years.
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He was a High Priest in the Rl\vlton Second LDS Ward and £ill-

ed a Southern States Mlsﬁlon..und later ‘]]lpd two 51x-month
m1551ons to the South-,sz '

Lionel was born April “6 1879 in Murray to Jacob and -

Ann Margaret Johnqon Nyorb, He utt“ndpd -igcham Young Unlver— :

sity. On June 30, 1910, he
Salt Lake Temple.

’ married I@t«lLu Holloy.ln the
She d L(“d an accidental d.mth,%October 15 9
1913.. Later, February 22, ]le‘hn married Blanche Holley

in the Sal't. Lake Temple. She died ~F0brunx’)’ 1961. -

REYNOLD BILLS

Reynold B111s was orduxuvd $tuke Patrlurch of ‘Riverton
Stake in September 1960.~ Mr. Bills had prexlouslg served
in the presidency of the old Jordan Stake Y.M,M.I.A., was
president of the Riverton Wand Y.M.M.1.A., and at the divi-

gion - of Riverton Ward was made first counselor 1n the Riv-—

| erton Flrst Ward Blshoprlc, hhvrn he qer\ed for 10 years,'and -

.was blshop of the Flrst ‘Ward. He was marrlod to the former.

Marie Hamilton, August 1&. 1918 in the Salt Lake Temple.'
They: have: 11ved in Rlxerton all their. llxes and have been
active church workers in wards nnd-stqkes,f Marie has worked

in the music department of various organizations for over

fifty years. They are the parents of four children; Noel

M., Reed J., Seth H., and Vay.

iACHARIAH BUTTERF IELD
Zdohariah Butterfield was ouo of the prominent men in
the community of RgVurtou.' On Februnry 10,;1950,.when the
ward was organizod he was made second counselor to Gordon
S. Bllls, which position he hold for about 22 years. He was
onie of. the organivzoers «f vhn Joydan Valley Bank vice—preé—
1dent of the Riverton 'ipe_line, . an lnstlgator of the Deer
Creek Reservoir P101-L'g and served as a director of the

Provo Reservoir and the Yealy Loke Distribution Co., and was

\
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a diréctor df the Jordan Valley Bank. He served two missions
for the Latter~day Saints Church to the'Southern States.

» Zachariah was born January.4, 1864 in Fort Herriman,
Utah. He married Crilla Wardle October 31, 1884 in the Logan
Temple. .She died in Juﬁe 1893. He married Mary Nielsen Dec-
ember 2, 1896 and she died.July 4, 1897. He married Isabella
Dansie and she died February 2, 1937. She had been a school

teacher. R ) .'

N 3 X ry
Zachariah was the father of eleven childreﬁ& He was
buried on his 100th birthday, January &, 1964.

DANIEL DENSLEY, JR.

L p -+ '.. . . e .
.Another Riverton"pioneer was Daniel Densley, Jr., born

" February 28, 1958;in‘5taffordshire,, England. He came to Utah '

. . L $ :
with his parents, Sarah Beech and Daniel Densley, Sr. in 1865. .
He drove a mule team. across the plains. They first settled

in Forf Herriman, but lived most of their adult life 1n River-

~ ton. In a journal Daniel wrote while. on his mission, he

stated&-”I was.called two and'a half months after I was married
to Eiizabéth M..Butterfield;.to the Southern States of'Ken—
tucky, Septémber'1; 1880, to fulfill.a mission for the L.D.S.
Church. We had just begun to make us a little home when I

. was called."

He served'two.Years on this mission. He was later engaged

in a prosperous sheep business and owned several herds and
acquired quite a lot of land. He built his wife a fine brick
home and predicted it would be the center of a town some day,
which céme true eventually. He also built the Commerc?al
Building which in 1939 was torn down; was very generous in
helplng others to get a start; was generous 1p his church do-~
nations, belng the largest donator to the dome church.

He marrled Ellzabeth M. Butterfield July 1, 1880 in the

Salt Lake Endowment House. She died May 14, 1931. He married

Arminta Wardle January 20, 1886€ in Polygamy which was permiss-—

able at the time in the church. She died June 9, 1940. ﬁé

64



65

also married Elizabeth E. Bodell March 9, l888 in polygamy.
She died May 18, 1956. He built each wife a nice brick home.
He was the father of 34 children. Mr Densley died December
13, 1930. . ' '

- DANIEL E. DENSLEY

The oldest son of DAricl and Elizaboth M. Densley, Jr.,
Daniel E. Densley, served a mission to the Southern States from -
1904 to 1906. He married Ethel M. Wheadon in 1909 in the Salt
Lake Temple. She died in childbirth in 1910. :

He married Lilliah M. Newbold in 1911 in the Salt Lake
Temple. AShe'aied OCf} 58 1914, Daniel E. died March 16,

19597 He was, the father of 14 children.

'. ,"-A

THOMAS LYMAN DENSLEY

Thomas L..Densley was thoison of Daniel and Elizabetﬁ
M. Butterfield Densley; born in Riverton September 5, 1889.
He marrled Hazel Blanche Bills October 19, 1910 in the Salf:
Lake, Temple. . )

All his young life he herded and later ran his father's
sheeﬁ. He was good in bdsfnces ventures and gave employ-
ment to many young men in the communify. He was especial-
ly good in buying and selling. For many years he operated
a baled~hay, straw and grain business, supplying Fort Doug-
las, Camp :Williams and the State Fair. He was the first
man in the south end of the county to haul hay on a flat
bedﬁtrudk, and some of the men later operating trucks of
their own, got thelr start working for T. L., as they called :
him. They were hls brothers, Gordon, Golden, Joseph and |

‘Claude; also, James and Holger Houman; Ross McMullen; Joseph

P. Butterfield; Orlonq Newbold and Robert Helt; Afton Huggins;'

and Vere Gardner. o .
In later years T. L. bought %nd sold livestock and

operated a sheep hauling business. He died April 1O,V1955.§
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Taken befote 1900

Teacher - Florcncu “uthc“s Vewman
CHRISTIAN BETERSEN

‘Born June 16, 1853 in Nyerup Holbeck, Denmark. Died an

accidental death at Magna Mills, August 25, 1913. He married .

'(Minnie) Rasmena Julian Mary Pedersen, December 16, 1876.

They were married by Daniel H. Wells Phe) ‘wer'e. the parents
of fifteen children.  He was ordained a leh Prlest June
23, 1889:by Joseph E. Ta)lor" ] ¥ P

Chrlstlan was set apar aa«.-ncond counsolor to Blshop
0. P. Mlller June 23, 1889 b\ Joseph E. Tu)lor. "He held
thls position for 11 years UHLL% the orgunlzatlon of the

Jordan Stake. His wife dicd November 20, 1001 in Chlldblrth

The chlld only llved about =« \nur On.nrccmbor 31, 1900, }

Mr. Petersen was made sccond ussxxtunt'in the Rlverton Sunday-

School.

66
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raised them as her own. When Dora's mother died at childbirth

DORA CAROLINE PETERSEN BUTTEﬁFIELD

' She was born April 20 1878 in a tWO»r§om log house juét
north of the Rlvorton-South Jordan line. She was the eldest
child of 15 chlldren born to Chrlbtldn and Minnie Petersen.
She was married to Joseph James Butterfield November 9, 1898
in the Salt Lake Temple" Mr. Butterfield died Jply 1, 1917
at the age of 46 while moving a hay derrick under a hlgh vol—
tage power line., Dora was 39.

' Their children ranged in age 17 years to three years
and whe was left with a Qreat résponsibility in raising the
children.. Eighteen months later her brother, Angus and wife,
Polly, both d1ed durlng the 1918 Spanish Influenza, epldemlc.
and Dora took the two‘youngest children, Blayne agd Cleo, and

leaving a baby girl,'Dora tooy her to raise; however, the baby

-only lived ten months. ‘ . ‘ -

Mrs. Butterfiéld;wprked in the Relief Society ‘as coun;.
selor,jclass ieaderAand visiting teacher for over forty years.
She was a member of the Ward‘aﬁd Stake Genealogical Committee
for &any years and alos did Temple work. Dora passed away
March 27, 1964 just before her 86th birthday. Her'son, Arn-
old, passed away just. ten months previous leaving é wife and

family.
JOSEPH P. BUTTERFIELD

He was the son of James and Dora Butterfield, born. Jan-
uafy 25, 1904 in Riverton., He married Jenalee Jewks of
Orangeville, Emery County, Utah, in the Salt Ltke Temple;”
February 15, 1939. -

Joseph, filled an LDS Mlss1on March 6, 1935 to 1937 to
the Southern States. He servedzon the West Jordan Stake Sun-
day School Board in 1930 for a short time, He was made a
Master M-Man May 13, 1938. 'He served in the West Jordan Stake
as second Counselor to President Ldurence T. Dahl from 1947

to 1955; in the Y.M.M.I.A. in the Sccond Ward as second

67
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3 . counselor to Grant H. Mortensen. He was President of the M.I..
N~ A. July 17, 1932 to 1934. B
Joseph and His wife, Jenalee, were called to serve a
mission to ﬁhefCentral'States March 6, 1970 to September 5,
1970. They were the first full time guides of the Mormon
"+ Pioneer Cemetery of Florence, Nebraska,
"Joseph was made Bishop of the Rlverton Second Ward
May, 1971. L '

B,

DORA GRACE BUTTERFIELD CALLICOTT as told by her.

Church Record = Counselor to Eurilda Page Riverton Ward
Y. L M.I.A. August 1920 to September 1927. Secretary and sec-
~ ond counselor: to Merle C. Kirk in the West Jordan ‘Stake Y.L.
. M.I.A. May 29, 1927‘to August 1928. Second Counsglor to Edna
Myers in the Stake Primary~ﬂay 6, 1934 to May 26 1939. Pres-
; . ident West Jordan Stake Prlmary May 26, 1939 to April 19, 1942,
y President of the Second Ward Rellef 8001ety July 9, 1944 to
4 July 22, 1945, President of the West Jordan Relief Society
' July 1, 1945 to May 22, 1955. Counselor to Ella Bennion in
" Jordan Valley Region Welfare September 1945 to March 11, 1952.

B kA

gLy,

vPresident Jordan Valley Regio@ Welfare Relief Society Marc
11, 1952 to July 11, 1952, ' Teacher of Gospel Doctrine Claég'
in the Riverton Second Ward Sunday School 1957 to 1962. pr
Stake Board Member Riverton Stake Relief Society Februar§ 21,
1963 to May 1965. Temple Ordinance worker Salt Lake Temple
January 1965 and still serving (1971).

Dora was married to Thomas A. Callicott June 8, 1921
inithe Salt Lake Temple. He died December 12,-1962. They

ol o TATR M S

were the parents of three children{.Jerry T., Carol and-Joan,

.f'-'
THOMAS A. CALLICOTT

oA e VIR PSR Y 1S PR A T 100 ST S S R

Born August 1k, 1897 in Sanford, Colorado, but came to
7

Utah when two years old. He was a veteran of World War I.

cotace

He married Dora Grace Butterfield June 8, 1921 in ‘the Salt -
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Lake Temple. Three children were born to them. He was second

counselor to Bishop Wilford J. Myers in the Second Ward Sept-
ember 18

~ e

5y

~1927 to 1929; Superintendent Y.M.M.I.A. West Jordan
Stake June 16, 1929 to March 15, 1931. High Councilor in
West' Jordan Stake November 14, 1937.

e CTMLAT DML M AL

Bishop Riverton Second
Ward February 18, 1945 }:9 August 26, 1951. B .

LIS E SN

Thomas served about 34 years in law enforcément work.
In 1951 Governor J. Bracken Lee appointed him to serve as
Warden of the Utah State Prison.

R

L A N

He only served three weeks
when he resigned the post because of so small a budget and

other disturbing unsurmountable problems. He died December.
12, 1962 at the age of. 65. | |

' ALMON LEROY BUTTERFIELD R

Born May 9, 1909 in Riverton, Almon was the second son

. of James and Dora Butterfield. He married Melba Cooper of n
{ : , : ' oot
Murray ;June 8, 1932 in the Salt Lake Temple. They are the '

parents of seven children. He served in many church offices,

viz.%~couselor in the West~Jordan'Stake to President Walter
Maybe in the Y.M.M.I.A., first counselor to Bishop Edward B.
;‘ Beckstead of the Second Ward August 26, 1951 to 1956; High

Council December 2, 1956; Lion's Club President and Zone Chair-

man; served on the National Committee of the Boy Scouts of
. America. He traveled extensively for the Boy Scout Program.

He is co-owner of the Butterfield Motor Co., with hisg brother,
Elias C. Butterfield.

NEAPR B ANPTP

3 ™

The -Butterfield Motor Company was organizéd May 1937
by Joseph P. Butterfleld ‘Thomas A. Calllcott and Almon L.
Butterfield and they obtalned the Ford Car Franchlse. .Latef
~ they sold out to Almon and Elias.

Melba Cooper Butterfield was a teacher of organ and piano
‘and was organist in Sunday Schoql and Y.W.M.I.A. when she

was only 11 years old. She was a gradﬁate of the McCune

w ( AT S

School of Music; organist of the Second Ward for about 20 years

and in the Third Ward ten years; Relief Society West Jordan

I e



T BRI Y

SRR

o

vigertesst

B T :W(~<\m,

’

L 70
Stake organist six years; Stake Primary organist four years.
She attended the University of Utah two years. Melba was the
first président of the Riverton Lady Lions organized August 30,

.

1948, : U i ) o

‘ELIAS C. BUTTERFIELD

, Elias was born Decgéber 29, 1911. He is a‘gértner
and general manager of the Butterfield Motor Co. He
has served as president, secretary, and treasurer of the:
Riverton Lions, and on the Town Board, ﬁlus five years
as Distri#f Scout Chairman.. His church experiences in-
clude Stake Cle}k 'Sféke'High Councilor, six yééré,'éev;
enteen years as Priesthood Quorum Advisor, blshop of the -
Second Ward five years, installed as second counsg;or to
President Leonard Beckstead in the Riverton Stake Febru-
ary 10, 1962. He was first counselor when the Riverton
Stake Center was dedicated October 11, 1970. " Eldred R.
Hamiltoy~was sustained second counselor at the same time.
Clerks were J. D. Gaylord Johnson, Keith Bergstrom and
Clifton D. Lloyd. ‘ o ' '

MAXINE SARGENT BUTTERFIELD

’ Born December 2, 1917 in‘Panquitéh, Utah. Married
to Elias C. Butterfield August 31, 1937 in the Salt
Lake Temple. Seven children were born to them. Two, Veda
and Roger, graduated from college. Roger served a two
year mission to the North Central States. July 7, 1970{
Brent was put in bishob of the Granger. 7th Ward. .

Mrs. Butterfieid is ah.active church and’ Community

leader having worked as chorister, organist and class
leader in every auxiliary organlzatlon in the ward. She
is a member and has been. presidegnt of the Lady Lions and

literary clubs, secretary and vice captain of the DUP,

‘vice-president of the P.T.A. in the elementary grades and

'in the High School.

L2
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LEONARD C. BECKSTEAD

Born March 21, 1907 ‘in South Jordan, a son of B. H,
and Annie Holt°Beckstead. He marrled Evelyn Crump of
Bluffdale January 24, 1934 in the Salt Lake Temple.

They are parents of three girls, Joy, Judy, and Glora.

For years Leonard has been a gas and o0il distributbr in
?

"Riverton. He fulfilled a mission to the Eastcrhﬁﬁtetes

in 1929 to 1931. He has always been an ardent church'
worker having served as counselor in the Second Ward
Bishopric, was a member of the Jordan School Board for.
eight years, first counselor in the Riverton Stake since
the Stake was organized in September 1960. He was in-
stalled as President of the Riverton Stake February 10,
1962, succeeding J. Harold Berrett. He was presléent with

-Elias C. Butterfield and Eldred W. Hamilton, counselors,

. when the Riverton Stake Center was dedlcated October 11,

1970. He is a charter member and president of the Lions

Club.
EVELYN CRUMP BECKSTEAD

Born July 7, 1914 in Bluffdale, Utah. Evelyn has

served many years in the church having been made presidentj

.0f the Riverton Stake Relief Society when it was first

organized in 1960. She served twice as president of the
Second Ward Relief Society, counselor and secretary of

the West Jordan Stake Primary. She was past president

of the Lady Lions and the Literary clubs, and three years
worked in the Salt Lake Temple thut resigned to take:-care

-t
of her invalid mother “Julia, Crump.
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JOHN HAROLD BERRETT

Born September 16, 1897 in Unioh, Utah. John was a
farmer and sales manager of the Riverton Motor Company
for 24 years. In church work, he was president of the.
Elders Quorum in 1936 and bishop of the First Ward in 1942
which position he held for four years. - He has alép been

a counselor in the bishgpric and served as presideﬁt of

" the Ward Y.M.M.I.A. and superintendent of the Waéﬁ and

Stake Sunday Schools; a charter member and president.bf

the Lions Club. .

Harold married Stella Wright of Union, Utah in the
Salt Lake Temple October 15, 1918. They are the parents
of seven childreh;'fiéé sons and two daughters, Melvin,
LaMar and Vere having all been bishops of differeﬁ; wards.
LaMar and Melvin were school teachers. K

Harold was made Riverton'sfake President September

1960 but resigned June 11, 1962 because of the ill health

of his wife who has been an invalid since that time. He

has-sin?e been High Priest Group Leader. He died June 29,

1971.
ORIN EVERETT BERRETT

Orin Everett Berrett, son of Heber H. and Ellen Elenor
Berrett, was born Sept. 4, 1899, in‘Union, Salt Lake County.
There he grew up on hisg father's farm.

- He attended school in Union and then went on to Jordan
High. 1In 1920, he left for a Canadian Mission, spending .
part of his time among the Indians, on the Six Nétions Re~

serve; After returning home Dec. 1922, he and,his brothef,

- Harold, leased 40 acres of farm land from Zachariah Buttgr—

field, the following Spring. They raised sugar beets,

potatoes, grain and hay. They did very well on their farm

in Riverton, and were called on gy other farmers to plant

sugar beets.
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On June 11, 1924, he married Neollie Roote, a native of

England, who came to live in Union, with an Aumt and Uncle,
Willard C. and Emma C. ‘Burgon, at the age of lliyears. She
lived with them for 16 ycars. Orin and \0111(‘ made Rlverton
thejr home, first rentlng thv home of Leo and Loah Lloyd, -
who occupled a’ small house ou the flat while farming during’

the. Summer. In- November, thO\ moved into the house owned

by Samuel H. Howard uﬂ%il 1928, when they moved 1nto their

&

lata,
own nqwly built home on Redwood Road, across»from A. T. But—

terfield's home. Two'childrdn'wofe born in the Howard
Home, Maxlne and Paul,,and two in the new homeQ Joyce and
Bernell. - . . ’ ,:' . .
In 1926 Orln went into partncership with Qnynne Pase
at Riverton Motor Company, serving there as bodkkeeper and
car salesman, until the time of his death, Aug. 6, 1936.

L3

PAUL O. BERRETT j

,Pgul 0. Befrett was the son of Nellie and10r1n Be}rett.
He was born Marchwl; 1928, in Riverton. He grqduated.from |
Jordan High in 1945, enlisted in the U. S. Army, Aug..l1945,
‘serving one year and 14 déys'in the Foreign Service in Jap-
an., He also served an L.D.S. Missibn, 1950 to 1952, in'the
Western States; He gradﬁated from the University of Utah
in 1953. He married Lillian Gerber Sept. l952i They'were

the parents of eight children. Paul received his Master's

.Degree in 1955 at the University of Southern Califormia,

£hrough a Hughes Master of Science Fellowship. 'He received
his Doctbr s Degree. frbm the University of Utah in 1957;

In 1957-1963 he served as Faculty Member of Electrlcal
Engineering at the Unlver51ty ‘of Utah.' He 1s,presently

(1972) Professor of Electrlcal Englneerlng at Brigham Young

Unlver51ty.
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BERNELL W. BERRETT

Another'son of Nellie~and Orin Berrett, was born Jan.

20 1934 in Riverton. He graduated from Jordan High in

‘ 1952. He enllsted in the U.S. Air Force in 1952, He.

served an L. D S. Mission in Hawall, 1954-56. He attondcd
the B.Y.U. where he was a member of the Y's Men Bahd He
graduated later from the B.Y.U. He made three ‘thurs with

" the B.Y.U. Curtain Time Troupe - USA, also toured USA with

"Lettermen" as Drummer.,

In Sept. 1968 he married Carolinne Cecil. He is
presently’ employed in L.D.S. Church Publications. .
THOMAS MARK HAMILTON »

e ¢

Born in Mill Creek June 30, 1873 and died November

14, 1949, He married Gladys 'Caroline Reynolds Octqber~'

16, 1895. She died January 18, 1917. He came to River-

ton 1n 1893. He served a mission to the Central States.
He was a ‘counselor to Blshop Dav1d Bills August 7, l921°
set apart by Apostle George F. Rlchards., Other offices
-held by Brother Hamilton were: Superintendent of the
Riverton Sunday School and Suﬁrintendent of MIA; Deputy
Sheriff under Oscar Fullmer; Road Supervisor 1915, about
five years; Director Alfalfa Mill and Jordan Valley Bank;
Chairman of Town Recreation Committee; a dance director in
the Commercial Building; and acted in plays directed by
John Hanseh; Jr.

One.son, Everett, served a Central States MlSSlon.l 
Another son, Weston,.was on the General Board of the -
Church; on.the Flnance Committee; v1ce—pre51de;t,of Zion's
Savings Bank and held other prominent offices.

Thomas ‘Married a second time in the Salt Lake Tomple.
10]8. Annie

1951.  They

He and Annie Madsen were married August °1,
was born April 2, 1885 and died October 7,

‘had one daughter, Ruth, who later became Mrs. Don J.

R
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Smith, Jr. Ruth worked mahy years‘in‘the Midvale Library.
Annle's main inteérests were worklng 1n the Church

and taklng care of her beautiful flower garden.

‘_‘"‘

'_GEORQE?HENRY DANSIE'—'by a daught;ert Connie Newbolda

1

George was born 1ngB1ngham, Utah January 21, 1866
and d1ed March 21, 1935. He was the son of Robe?% and
Jane Wilcox Dan51e who came from England to Salt Lake
Valley as pioneers with the Ansel T. Harman Co. in 1862.

- George marrled Sarah Ann Ellzabeth England September 20, ‘\[

1893 in the Salt Lake Temple. Her parents were Willlam

and Eliza’ Seamons England who also came from England to

Utah, arr1v1ng in Salt Lake Valley September l3,a&861.

Shortly after their marriage, George and . Sarah
moved to Rlverton where they later built a two story
brick hﬁme, George was ‘a farmer and stock raiser, ralsing
purefbredfhorses as'well as sheep and cattle. He herded
sheep when a 1a636£ 16. His main book was "the: Blble, which
heslearneﬁﬁto ﬁuofe.SQ,yell. ~He was sometlmesuealled the
cing Bible! . Y " ’

Three years after his - marrlage, he was called on a two

year mission to England,,n
1896 t0 .1898. q
George had one of

area and peoﬁle'came

from all around to his

water: until “pipe line .
water came to Riverton. ¥
He helped develop the Utah :
Lake Distribution Canal,
bu;ldlng a good mile of
it himself. The Provo |

River water users called’
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RS PR

GEORGE DANSIE HOME

ATAEHY

1o S e e e s




i

v

AT#'.:

RS

. Ranch.

76

it the HighILine'Canal. George'took water stock for. pay.

- He waS'tﬁe:preSident of the Riverton Livestock Co. They,f

would run “their cattle in the West Hills in the Summer'

and have ‘their- annual roundup in' the Fall at the Dansie

George helped construct .the church housos in River-
ton using his own means to help - flnance them. Hg, also
donated work and money to help build the Second Ward Church.
His home was always open to people from all walks of'life.u
Engineers who surveyed Redwood Road, as well as the Draper A
and Herriman Road had theif headquarters at the Dansie
Ranch, living in tents and eating at the Dansie, table.

A large cement mlxer was built by the tracks of the
Interurban Train at the rear of the Dansie home, §nd the'’
cement was hauled by trucks from this point.

. The englneers who put the llne through for electrlc— '

. ity for Riverton and V1c1n1ty stayed at the Dansie home

while the work was belng completed. The electric train’
that ran from Cache County on the north to Payson on' .
the south had their headquarters for their men- “at Dan51es'.
Peddlers from Utah County'301ng.to.Blngham and Lark would
stop overnight to rest their teams. Traveling show
people were made welcome at the Dansie Ranch. For many
years it was called the '"Dansie Hotel" —
Mr. Dansie was Justlce of the Peace for many years.
- George and Sarah were the parents of eight children.
Two of them, Marvin and blVoy, filled missions. Others
of the family filled Stake missions and held 1mportanto~'
church p051tlons.~ ' : o
Mrs. Dan51e was Rlverton Prlmary Presxdéﬁt for 17
years., She helped her husband in. every way p0551ble to
do the thlngs he accompllshed 1n all walks of llfe. She,.ﬁ
was born December. l;, 1857 at Hyde Park, Utah and dled .

September 12, 1925. .

By a daughter. ConniefNewbold.
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ELMO W. HAMILTON

A

" Elmo W. Hapilton was born April 20, 1904 in Y
Reuben S. and Matilda Winder Hamilton. Educated in the
dan District Schools. He was called on an LDS§ Mission
the Southern States,’L925 to 1927. He married Tira
terfield November 15, 1927 in the Salt Lake Temple.

died April 12, 1939. They were the parents of two
s, Daro and Cletus. Both boys have served in the Fifth

= T n O & «

ﬂd Bishopric.

1 Elmo was a partner in the Hamilton Land and Livestock

#th his broﬁhér; E;dhed; He was a counselor in;the'River_

q n Sunday Séhool; First Ward; counselor in thé Riverton
rst Bishoprié; i927.to 1937 and was coach of tﬁ%-Riverton

t Ward M-~Men Basketball Team, 1939 - 1942; bishop of

tht/ First Ward from 1942 to 1948, while the Riverton First

S ké in 1948.

Elmo has a wide acquaintance among prominent people
business and political offices. He was Jtah State
gi;lator for five years, 1963 to 1968; one of the origi-
nal incorporators and a member of the initial board of dir-
sctors of Valley Bank and Trust Company :(from 1948 to date;
president of the Utah Farm Bureau, 1966 to date; director
of Utah Investment Co.,1948 to 1971; president of Salt
Lake Co Farm Bureau, 1950 to date; president of Western Farm
Bureau of eleven states, 1967 to 1968; direcf%r of the Amer-
i¢an Agriculture Insurance Co., 1970 to date, it béing one
é? the largest insurance companies in America; appeinted
éj the Utah State Agriculture Advisory Board, 1968 to date;
;iesident of Salt Lake County Farm Labor, 1949 to date;
q%rector and vice-president of Provo Re:servoir Water User

80.; called in 1966 to manage a large corporate farm for
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. prpved to be a great help to her husband. AShe.waslvery

‘clever in making such things as artificial flower. arrange-

. - | 78
the LDS Church in Elberta, Utah and in 1971 is still manag-—
er. He served on the Riverton Town Board, 1950 to 1954, §
and had charge of the water system.

Elmo married a school teacher, LaRue Simper, and She

ments,.embroidery and all kinds of hand work.: Tﬁeré wasn't
much LaRue'couldn't do.’)She worked at Farm Bureau.work
and held many important offices. She traveled with Elmo
to conventions and the like, all over the United States
and to South America. i

"Elmo was a charter member of the Lion's Club and LaRue
was a member of the Lady’ Llons.. She held every:dffice in
the club and had charge of the jewels being put in. the
Lady Lions' pins.

Elmo was installed as Lion's Club president {une 14,

1971.

JOSEPH EARL MORGAN

'UgJéseph Earl Morgan was born May 11, 1892 in Preston,
Idaho and died January'Bl, 1971. He married Judith M. Wi-
berg in the Salt Lake Temple Jﬁly 16; 1919. She died Dec.
13, 1969 in a Salt Lake rest home. He was a farmer and live-
stock raiser. He served in the Army in World War I. Joe
was a lover of poetry and wrote many verses and memorized
many more. He also collected and filled quart fruit bot-
tles with rocks, about 835, which he numbered to indicate i

the date and place it was found, such as: each state in the

‘United States, England, France, Italy, Lebanon,: Formosa,

Nigeria, China, Spéin, Palestine, Holland, Canada, Belgiﬁm

‘and Okinawa. He claimed he flew 100,000 milé%} equivalent

to four times around the worid. In his later life he wrote
a partial history aﬁd made three large maps of Riverton.

1
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Excerpts from the History of Joseph Morgan

,.Indlans,
In the early days the Indians would camp along the
river:banks on thelr way to Bear Lake, where they went

for ihe ‘Summer and back again to Utah Lake in the Wlnter.

.Most of these Indians belonged to the Piutes, Shoshone

and Bannock tribes and &ere as a general rule qulte friend-

.

ly.
Joseph Morgan tells about the ones he observed. In-

dians would come from the mountains on both the south and .

the west; and would pitch their tents and tepees on the

roads where the grass was good, for their ponies. to pas-

. ture on'while'they'came begging for food. They maihly .
asked for flour, suger, salt, bread, etc. They‘s&ayed three
days.at a time. This was in 1897 and after. One of the

main places they camped was on the Morgan Road. Many times

in the Summer, I saw them.there. They made their homes in
‘the South Mountains, as there was a spring of water in.
nearly:every~hollow. We could see them coming downg;wheth-"

“er they were on horseback or in little wagons, by the dust

they made.
Some of the people who had large herds of cattle, put
them all together and ranged them in the South and West

Mountains.

Carrie Bills (Green) was the first organist in the
first church in Riverton. She was the daughter'of Gordon -
S. and Lena Bills. ,

‘A little west of the- cemetery on the south :side of

the street was a large water wheel in an irrigation. dltch

with wooden cups. As they went down they £i11%d with water

and as the wheel. turned it emptled the water into a trough
to water Mr. John Malquist's garden. It could be heard
groaning onder its load, a halflmile away. Just below the.'
big water wheel that Joseph Morgan tells about, that be-

e

longed to John'Malquist, a child, Ruth Coy, was drowned,
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- driver, Joseph Green.

August 10, 1920 in the big ditch.
.: Mr. Malquist owned a small blagkqmlth s shoP in the‘
rear. of his placo. A little Lujthct woest on the same side

of the street, was a milk cooler where milk was gathered

“+in 10 gallon cans by waqonq pu]lod by two horscs, with

; John Malquist, a l)l_gxéksmith ~and u. widower, mar; ‘ied
Johanna Kooy, mother of Daniel and llelowa Kooy. §Tﬁ2
family came here from Holland. John died and much latef
Mrs. Malquist died. But Dan who married Nellie Bills, .
still lived there in a new home.  Later another daughter
named Helen, d1ed June 16 1923 when two yeare.bié,;after.
eating some Sooseberrlcs that had been sprayed. Dan and-
Nellie also had Beth, Don, Robecrt and lvan. The.fgyily
changed the spelling of Kooy to Coy. Nellie died Sept.
29, 1956. Later Dan married a widow, Madeline Lloyd,

‘widow of Walter Lloyd. "

At an early day on the Charles Nokes place, was a
molasses mill that crushed liquid from sugar cane stock

by a' horse pulling on an arm going round and round with

‘cogs meeting together as stocks were put in. The liquid

that was obtained went intc a trough then into a boiling
vat, from here it was let out to cool and put in cans as:
syrup. : | .

North of the school on Redwood Road was the big
dome church house with four rooms downstairs and the chapel
iﬁ.the middle, big auditorium upstairs with colored windows,

entered on the outside by circular stairs on the..east. A

ball park was Just wcst of these buildings and a grandstand;f

equal to any in the south end of the countv‘ Meny games
and celebrations were held here.  On the corner of Redwood
and Herriman roads, James Dansie had cactle yards and a

self feeder threshing chhino. hglch was the f1rst in . thls

‘area. A little blackqmlth shop .and a vegetable market were

on the corner and was run by lhoma~ Nichols,

80
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SARAH ISABEL WITHERS WILBERG

Sarah Isabel Withers Wilberg, 74, died; May 10, 1971.

She was married to Carl W. Wiberg Nov. 17, 1915 in the
‘Balt Lake Temple. A few weeks before her death, she wrote

the follow1ngu John Carl Wiberg had a blacksmith shop in
the old Riverton First Wa#d Church from 1913 until hls

7R

death, Nov. 9, 1939. Later the house was remodeled ‘again

by Ruben Wiberg. She said her sister, Jane W. Withers
(later Hardcastle) was the first baby blessed in the.néw~
dome chaﬁel Sept. 6, 1908, and was blessed by her grand-
father Thomas Wlnter. Gordon S. B111= was the blshop.~
She also sent a plcture of a tree which she said Nlcholas.
N. Silcox always sald 1t was the first tree planted in
R1verton, and it was planted by Robert Dansie, who married

Nicholas' sister. This tree was on the lot, later the

‘home of Wibergs, and is there today. (1971)

J HAROLD:BERRETT wrote the next few mnotes:

I}waé Born'Sepf. 16, 1897. There was only one stake

in Salt Lake Valley at the time. In 1900,'the'secohd stake-

was brganiied, which was the Jordan Stake. Granite Stake

'was next. 'West Jordan Stake was organized May 8, 1927,

with the followiﬁg~officers: Joseph Holt, pres.; A. T,

Butterfield, 1lst counselor; David T. Dahl, second counse-

lor.

the 303rd;Staké in. the L.D.S. Church. J. Harold Berret
was president until.neleésed because of the illgeés&of
his wife, Stella, Jan. 11, 1962. " Other officers were
Leonard Beckstead, Merrill Worsley, Gaylord Johﬂson;'.
Clifton Lloyd. The old domed church was torn down in 1939
and a new church building was completed and dedicated Dec.
28, 1947. Riverton Wafd Sunday School was organized Feb.
28, 1880 with G. V. Kidd superintendent with 16 members

enrolled. From 1882 to 1899 Samuel Howard, Sr. was Super-

Riverton Stake was organized Sept. 18, 19604}it being

81 .
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. intendent of Sunday School with 256 enrolled. Riverton

Stake Center was dedicated March 22, 1970.

Redwood Road was hard‘surfﬁcad about 1916. and 17.

o 0

Jordan Valley Bank which was orgawized June 1, 1905, moved.

to a new building in 1923, lacated on the southeast corner

‘of Redwood and 12600 South. Harold says he moved to River-

ton the same year. .
Riverton Livestock f&sd M1ll was demolishe d~about 1930.
It was located on Morgan Road. Lionel Myers was. 1n charge.

Riverton Canning Factory was discontinued in 1922. Riverton

‘Potatoes Growers Assoicaticn begzan in 1929 and discontinued

in 1931 beeause of water depression. Officers were J. Har- .
old Berrett; preé., J' R. Peterson, ist asst.; Wllllam ‘Tur-
ner, 2nd aest. Utah and oa] Lake R. R. was dlacontlnued
March 1; 1946, F1rst,¢hav1clet dealers in Rlvertog were
William and Leonard Parry; secoml dealer was George Whet-—
man* third.deaier, Riverton Motor Co., Gwynne Page, pres.
Firt Ford dealer in 1933 was Gwynne Page and Vernal Webb,
19233 second Ford dealer, George Whetman; third Ford dealer,
brothers Elias, 1mon and Joqoph Butterfield.

The first commercial tiuck that came to Riverton about
1924 was owned by'Themas L. Densley. The first flag pole
on the Riverton Town Park was donated by Gwynne and Don
Page and J. Harold.Berrett. Sept. 15, 1963, a few people
were taken out of the Third Ward and put in the First to

make the wards population more even.

CARL MADSEN

Carl Madsen was one of the carly pioneeré and builders
of Riverton. He was borm in.Denmark in 1857'anu was a con-
vert to the L.D.S. Chﬁrch.~ de came to America in 1881 and
first settled in Kaysville where he lived fqr‘aﬁShort time
.and then moved to Salt Lake C1+\? P | A

In the Spring of 1882, he married his Danish childhood
sweetheart, Mary Harder, and the next year they moved to-

Riverton. He built most of the early buildings in Riverton

Ci e s



-

Demtne e

Ak yetees

‘were allowed to bring one person a- month on the shlp, and
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including the meeting house with\ifs high domé,.the Commer-~

cial Building which housed many businesses, such as a bank,

post office, hardWare stovre, thz lavgest dance floor, in

Salt Lake County, and he also built many homes in the cém—A

munity. - . ' | : . | ,. .
‘His wife died in chilbirth and left him with two small

children, a boy'and a girl. He later married Annie Crane

and they had ten childres, besides the two he already,had. .

He served a Scandinavian Mgésion in 1900. He.livedﬁfhe '+

remainder of his life in Riverton,.which was 64 yearé. |

His later years were spent dulng odd jobs and- readlng.' He

built a house for hlS daughter,,Jean when he was 85 years' ‘

old. , . ¢ B~ . ' " = - } "
He died February 7;ﬁ}947 énd.was buried in the Riverton

Cemetery.

Contributed by daughter, JeaﬁgMadsen

'

FRANKLIN EDWARD AND MARY ELLEX BILLS SEAL SR.

Franklin E. Seal Sr. was born Jan. 6, 1856, in England, : 'Vﬁ
son of Heﬁry and Elizabeth Wheaden Seal, Sr. He had two gl g1V
brothers, Moroni and William;fone sister, Emma, who all died . '
when very young. _Frahklin's‘mother\died,when he,waé only.

two years old and he went to live with his Aunt, Jane Whea-

den. His father remarried and they had two sons and one
daughtef,.Henry, James and Eliza. Henry lived his adult life
in R1ver+on and raised a family here, Leota, James, Morell
and Fonzo. His wife was Louisa McGuire Seal.

-

Franklin was frlendlv with the Mormon M1551onar1es, who

eventually to Utah. So hc worked his way across the ‘ocean
on a ship, arriving in Sal* Lake City, July 18 1876 at

night. He knew no one, and his belongings con51sted of one
small tin trunk, and twelve cents.ln his pocket. A Brother:;
Snellgrove, a réturning mi;sionary£ noticed him, and Wheﬁ
he found he was all alone, took him home With him for the

night.
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A day“or>two"later,_a Mr. e to the

in W cst A‘Jo"r'c':{an o

Goopewn

ﬁactory, maklng oloth, and

first C ‘old 1f to Ale\ Blllb who in’ o
sturn had a sult made fronlﬁt ] Atterfworklng at thnquctory

for some tlme, hefmade thn acqua;ntancn of hlllthm %‘ Bllls,

herd;mg bhwep.- Hn later marlled.one_of

 William' s daughter“‘ ;Mary Ellen 131115, Aug. 10, 1882

".'old Endowment House

South Jordan.f ThE1r flrst Chlld Lothe, was born«there,

June 18 1883.

After about two years, thls home ang land
,lanu.und an adooc one-room i
~1884 there was only about”7

The couple had

January Mary, (later Mrs. Edwaro Beckstead), was born.

even chlldren and another on the way. :Inlgi

-

The next Summcr,vthere was a bad drought.‘ Mary Ellen f

ferent,people..

to keep thelr fatj on hlu mluelon.

he returned hom Becaﬁs"of tho drouOht th*ngs

”Wr._

,bad shape.h

'offlce and appCLnted.aSSl t“nf to John Hansen in’ the Sunday

School in Nov. 3, 1907, where he served for four years. "He e
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.LOn Plpe»Llnc, canning factorv, poultry plant and other
' thlngs. He died Aug.:27, 193(, at. thu»age of 81 years.

'was ordalned a High Priest Jan. 25, 1908. On Sept. 11y
1911, he was put 1n Superlnteudent of the Sunday School and

T served for flve years.‘-n 7'435' := Jutm

hairman of the Old Polks Commlttee for a; number

Lok years, pr'51dent of the ward cn01r and: gcnea‘oglcal com—:?
"T*ttee for several years, he played 1n the brass band He\

';'vas always 1nterested in civ1c affalrs for the bettorment

“i the communlty, d01ng h{s sharn~1n brlnglng in the Rlver—'

Hls w1ie, Mary Ellen, wa's born Tune 15, 1867, in a two

'1com house in South Jordan.ffshe was the elghth ch11d 1n a.

family of twelve,(and was iauqht to work and take respon51—

, b111t1es at a- very early age. Her parents were Wllllam An—~

-

She passed awa) Jan.v7, 1952 at the age of 84 'zgﬂ'zf

drew and Emellne Beckstcad Bllls. Her mother, Emelgne was

a m1dw1fe and traveled all o»cr taklng care of bables and

'thelr mothers.. She also made home made remedles for coughs

and blood tonlcs. g‘M«‘;\ry Ellen Bllls marrled Franklln E. Seal

. aug. 10, 1882, in the Salt Lahe Endowment House. She was ]
’~very young at’ the tlme but wa-,prepared to meet the hardshlps £

they had to endure.} Thencouplc were the parents ‘of twelve

‘chlldren, seven glrls and flve boys. When they moved to

Rlverton, she took: her smtll baby and put her behind a clump
of sage brush,.while she and her husband cleared the land. "

-They had flve chlldren born ‘in a one room adobe housa with

a dirt floor, later in 1397, t they were able to put down a

~bouard floorai She and ‘her elght chlldren managed to mahe a.

living while Franklln sexved on a mission for the church.,“b

She did washlngs on ‘a washboard for people of the town; .

gettlng very poor pay. She made manv qullts, sewed carpet"

rags, d1d all’ krnds of fancy needlework, be51desfworking 1n'¢'u

the church.u In 19lO she was made a counselor 1n?the Ward

Reliefﬁsoclety, d1d block teachlng, helped prepa

for the dead to prepare ‘them for bPrlal. In the;Winter they

heated brlcks to put 1n the buggles to keep thelr feet warm.gn,

S

clothlng éﬂa




e
'Aploneers, Franklln E. xnd Aury Ellen Bllls Seal., He marrled

Julla Tempost l"ebruat*’r b,’ }‘)O f:n t}u \alt Take . Temple.,, Sh.e,:;f
H;died November 4, 1919 . He | “aarried Lydla Org111 Jume 30, 1920
~in the Salt Lake. Templa' she dned May 3%, 1961. On Septeerr 5,

*'?1962 he marrled Lugenla (Lonnle) Ellason, in the Mantl Temple.

"Utah Lake Dlstrlbutlng Co., Provo Rlver Water Users Assoc1at10n

.FR‘ANKL'I,N I: 'fSEM',_,'; R gl et T B i

‘auto—pe_e

‘and Rlverton P1pe Llnc Qo. He was a member of the aons of" the;

;3ret1red and d01ng temple worklln the Salt Lake Temple, at thegff;

86

tb,h'

'.‘Franklln Edwarl S(‘.x‘ . H . 4 "‘)"‘., arr (l hvs \»11 @ Fugenla Katlnka '

1 Lllason Scal, ?U both d;od of 1u)u1105 recelved 1n an

strJan ucc:d LRI Oat@

Mr.~Sea] was born in. R;verton, Narch 3,,1889, a son ‘of early oy

xur’“ 197 1n Bow blder County,g'

R Mr. beal served as director aui 1aster as pre51dent of the

KN

Utah Ploneers, blshop of the Riverton Second Ward from 1939 to f;..;”

1945., He was. a member of the first town board in Riverton, and fi

'?,a past chalrman of the Rlverton Cemetery A35001at10n. He was5irf

for many years, a ‘retail morchant din. Rlverton. They were both‘ﬁ Y

time of the aco:den

'ELDRED,R. HAMILTON} L

ey,

Eldred R.,and h:s w1fe Vlolet Page Hamllton, after working

- for the church and communltv all thelr adult llfe,:were in thelr.f"'r

later 1life called to serao a Manltnha. M;nnesota IDS M1s51on

February 28, 19730,.. _
2 When called ‘he was a member of the Rlverton Stake Pre51—~

dency and Mrs. Hamllton was recently released as pr951dent of
's’i;flc' B

follows. whlle he was Preqldent df the LlonS Club the:Ball Park
was llghted°‘he was chairman of commlttee for. purchaee and pay—

ing for Town Park°'part owner of Hamllton Land\and leestock




‘a ?and coached many youth basketball and baseball teams'Erecelved
.:the Silverfheaver Award for outstandlng service in scoutlns’. Sy

T.served an ear11er m1551on for the church, 1925 to 1928 Master’
4i~fa1thful member and actlve in church auxlllarles, passed away
) .June 12, 1953. They were marrled January 24, 1894 in the Sait

' Florence Crane Page, who ‘were married March 20, 1907 1n the';“‘*"

}:church.. He died January 16, 1927.

~May 18 1964 at - the"age*of:8

‘LoUIs,w.ZPETERspNﬁfﬁ”

' Louls W. (Lute) and Grace Vawdrey Peterson. He helped establlsh

~at one t1me ran a luncu stand in conJunctlon with the store.' :

. flowers, etc. and at one t1me operated an apron factory;'

ing to nearby stores. ;>he was also a talented v1olln

'i. in 1938.

| . | | 87
Company,zChalrman of Selectlve Serv1ce Board 253 Vlce-Pre51dent

of Salt Lake-Tooele County Beet Growers Assoclatlon, sponsored "

!ibM-Man, twice served as a member of Ward Blshoprlcs.

Eldred is the son of Reuben S. and Matilda Edna Wlnder}'“

Hamllton. Reuben, who %as promlnent all his 11f§%ln church@and~

civic affairs, died January 16 1949 and Matllda,:who ‘was. a

. PR NARTE
Lake Temple and were the parents of Q@ sons ‘and daughters.‘ff e

Violet Page Hamllton was the daughter of Thomas I. and

Salt Lake'Temple. ‘Mr. Paqe served a two year mlssgon for the

Florence was an actlve church worker ‘and ralsed a large

famlly when left a w1dow at an early age. She passed away

Another promlnent buslness man. and w1fe in Riverton were

At about the same time Grace operated an Art and Craft Store.g

She was very talented and ‘taught others to knit, make paper;

Together they bu11t sevural homes 1n R1verton‘11v1ng:a s

time in . each. They had a SO kllled Jn the tralnmbus’ xt'dent

Louls ‘was born in South Joqdan December 10 1880“ f' o’is'

and Harrlet Bllls Peterson. He marrled Margaret Crump A rll 4,

1904 1n the Salt Lake Temple. She dled in 1913
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 SAMUEL H. HOWARD ~ A brief _ahetch oi his 11fe e R,

'She'had one son by hLm, James H Caruner, and later obtalned
‘a- dlvorce.g The separatlon was brought about due to the great

'dlfference 1n thelr ages, he being 28 years older and'
'Lorenzo Howard.» Sdmu
of nlne. . He started'to'

‘very.few famllles 1n the

ard famlly so they are llsted among the early ploneers of

zsmonths out of tht yeax, as tt, s WES consldered a full school .

" term, so the ohlldren wore Lroe to help w1th farm dutles.o

tle.1 When he was about ehlrtecn, he was thrown from'hls :

'fthe horse s head nhen ‘the horse sllpped,axd fell

a tlme the cut threatened ro develop 1nto blood“p01son, but

Loulsélater marrand f:a' ~\dwu1¢3 Mateh 1;, 1914 also

196° and_Grace

Son, Bruco, rs st qrocery and meat bu51ness..

’ ’

ot < B

: Samuel Hamnlton Howa’d was bovn in Mlllcreek ttah 0ct.,f
21, 1867 and died Sept. 9,.195 , Hls parents ‘were Samuel oy
Lorenzo and Sarah Jane Hamllton HOMJId.: His mother\had ‘been ;kaﬁ[
the seventh w1fe of Aréhlbald Gardner, a polvqamist, who'f '

married}hiS'elqhth w1fe 1he Same cav as he ndrrled Sarah Jane.

chlldren older than;S”h Qho later mar 1ed Samuel'“

‘s tnc sch qd Chlld 1n a faml y ;
chooi at the aqe of 51xo, There were

_Verton communlty before the Howhf

thls locallty..,ﬁt,~»r'

“ Sam,:as he ‘was: ca1led onlv attended school about three

There was always plenty of work on the farm ior h1m at an

early age. Later ‘he was given a horse to rldelxowherd cat-,

horse when 1t sllppea un <ome 1ce, whlle herdl?‘

Was found uncounSCIOus and remalned so for‘flv

were no- wltnesses, buf it wae assumed he had’

recelved a broken nose and a sev%re cut on tvepforehead° For

was prevented by the promp{ acvlon oi those attendlng him'




E;\J. o very dlfferent from the treatment he would receive today,

. but Just as effectlve. Members of the fomlly wore sent lﬁ:

B N o

- haste to flnd some bloodsuckers whxch Were Iound in water

,ponds and were sometlmes 1eferred to as water wormq.' How—-
_; ever bloodsuckers was a more approprlatc name for they’would
suck the blood from the wound or open cut. As thev were .
.'placed on hlq cut thev,would u1nk their heads 1nto ‘his wound
:and suck out blood.. They had to be watched closdiy for as
'thelr own bodles filled. wlth blood they were removed and
4‘others put- to work., lhlu procedure went on unce051ngly.jf\<..'"
-~ The worms sucked out the clotted blood that .had tormed, in
a slow methodlcal manner that prevented hemorxhage. Thus
.the sore was kept opehtuntll 1t was properly healed.~
Doctors at this tnme were few and the people dvpended on .

the Lord and homn remed1e~. - : L e : §

"v

Samuel Hamllton Howard and’ Rosa Ann Holt were marrled
- Dec. 1891 1n the Mant1 Teniple and they establlshed a .
i\lj v home 1n R1verton._ Elght chlldren were born to them. James
Wllllam dled at the age of 51x and Samucl Elmer: died Oct.
'42,.1918 of Spanl&h Inf&nvn a, whllc'oerVLng w1th the Army
in France. Hls body was shlpped back and he was bur;ed 1nf
.RiVertbn. Lorenzo M. also served in the Army but returned
May 6, 1919. - Thc rest of thc famlly grew to adulthood.. 4
Eva Pearl crump died Aug. 21, 1952 in Bluffdale. She was -
the wife of char J. Crump ard the mother of seven children.
‘Vlrglnla Ann lost her hn“band Mnrt*n Sylveetcr Larsen,
July 19, 1971 in Bluff:ale. , | '
Rosa Ann Holt died at her home in Rlverton Aprll 1,
1938 She was the daughter of Mathew and Ann Harrlson

') Holt born Aucust 21, 186,,'wh110 the amlly were cross-

" ing the plalns,rar:e place'called Chlmney Rock Wyomlng.
The Howard famlly had gone into’ the sheep bu51ness in 1887
~mra151ng thelr own qheep. Prev:nusly he had worked for1

'George F. Beckstcad. In Novembér 1895, they moved into a

( i s 4 s N > A TS S B 4 1 W ST 3 e i AR (S LT e b et i 40 8%

two—story adobe house purchased from Mr. Beckstead and

wlfe, Charlotfe. The house and forty acres of land was on

PRSI “4?'\
1




x;farm7bidb,fand had'to

fraces, horse «h - fhrnwa” nd~*+h°r'games of am“sements.

™ The evenlng wac r.ser\ed fnr dan01ng.i Later, ho wbrked on

f ‘Ethe Old Fcn‘d' .' c-mrmw t1ee, " I tn*‘mlttently :Cor more than

.35 years ho servvd in 1 ‘-\\\rf‘orcemont work.

.these he was Ccnv,uhln of Rlvurton and v301n1ty.’"

:..presenb at; ihe zlnruuz;ur',\. IS ot

:,’L D S Tnbornuclo', '[in oucrhouf
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Jllcan tickot,‘and~was.xﬁvﬁld;'flm“ xhn\rmuu 01 the Rlverton

Dlstrlct, and was well Vp hpd ine ‘hv polltlfﬂl 1ssues at

He a551sted‘1n

.served as dlrector of

5 dlrector of the . RLVGttOH:Cununu; o dle Lox of the R1v-

erton Assoclatlon, &b~Lblvd “n the Oxzdxl aLion Band.»;He.

~was present at a meetn‘nyl 4, "u,’ 1931 to dlsvua the clos—,.'

1ng of thu bank, Jo1dan T,i:.-. “h~re”1n a fﬂw ”hort m1nutes 3 u

he saw hls llfe 8 SdVJLk “1ch OUL and ncw Obllgdtlonb came

to




i HELYCT
. Town of Rlverton - Incorporated in 1948 with the follOW1ng 3
B offlcers.. L o :_."_ 1% R i :
AL J.0rr . President . = - :
A. L. Butterfield - Trustee S i :
S. R.-Anderson = . . . w o : :
. Meredith Page . UL (10 : Pt B
Eldred R.’Hamilton' e ik Bt
A restralnlng order was bﬁt agalnst the board and fhe court
dls—lncorporated Riverton. = B, o]

2
After new petltlons were 01rcu1ated Riverton was re-incorp-

orated and. the Judge app01nted the follow1ng Town Board'f"\ﬂf

: - ) x\ %

E. L..Butterfleld._ " President 0 . e e

J. E. Morgan Trustee 3 : ' =R

Harry E. Page . ., " .

F. E. Seal ALt T

J. Melvin Petersen - R 0

At the election in- November 1949 the followxng were elected

and took office on January 3, 1950.:

Gwynne Page LRy Presxdent

Elmo W. Hamilton S Trustee

Joseph P. Butterfield -~ " . . - L] vl

M. J. Stringhami=; = foefbmo i (ol : ~ L, LTl LR S

N. K. Thompson ' ul Sptent - e

April 1k, 1952 o | ‘

N. K. Thompson - Repiacedjby‘William'H. Cardwell

February 2, 1953

Joseph P. Butterfield - Replaced by Elmer Seal

January &4, 1954

Gwynne Page - Replaced by Elmer A. Seal  President

Elmo Hamilton - Replaced by Meredith Page g e, :

Elmer A. Seal - Replaced by Eldred Beckstead ; I e

October 11, 1954 e UL ".A .f b ﬁ; ;;

M. J. Strlngham - Replaced. by Elias C. Butterfleld :;
g

December 13, 1954 - : : ._3 ARG s : _'l e

{
Willjam H. Cardwell - Replaced by Owen Hamllton

January 9, 1956

Elias C. Butterfield - Replaced by Gale Nell

)
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e Owen Hamllton—— Replaced by Ralph Bastian

' Dell Beckstead - -Replaced by Donald B. Petersen {é:z

Ralph Bastian —jReﬁlaced‘By Mark Nichols

_Robert Helt - Replaced by Willis L. Petersen

93

May 13, 1957

: "s‘.
2,

=

January 13, 19585 o, N L '. Mo :' i

'Elmer A. Seal -'Replaced by Wendell Grover - Pre81dent

Meredith Page = "Replaceq by William Freeman - '“'“
Eldred Beckstead - Replaced by Dell Beckstead h;'

January L, 1960
'Gale Nell - Replaced by Douglas Brown e ;.fi : ;::'.w,;~c
January 1, 1962 N | ’
Wendell Grover - Replaced by George Usher = Pre51dent

William Freeman - Replaced by Claude Densley !

January 6, 1964 R; %,

January 3, 1966
Don Peﬂersen~- Replaced by Robert Helt
January 8, 1968 | S
Mark Nichols - Reglaced by George Dansie

- NEWRMEMBER--—,Miles Petersen.

January 5, 1970 - ‘
George Usher - Replaced by Robert Helt - Mayor
Claude Densley - Replaced by Bruce Petersen
October . 5, 1970

Miles Petersen - Replaced by Robert Cowdell




- be used on the pipeline to replace much of the’ digglng by hand.

_well was drllled and a water'. storage tank was bullt 1n 196 \on
" was completed 1n Bear. Canyon to increase the mountaln water

s Elsie Geneva Myers Usher. ‘He lived in Evanston, Wyomlng and :'ﬂ
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- 9k
GEORGE J. USHER - First Mayor of Rlverton

Mr. Usher served the town of Rlverton for elghteen years.
Ten years as Watermaster, six years ‘as Town Pr951dent and two

years as Mayor; as Rlvcrton had by then bccome a thlrd class

ay
i ‘_\

1ty - ! » | X F -.N X “A! y
While Watermaster: h% bought and used the flrst‘Backhoe to @ 7

While Town Pre51dent and Mayor, ‘under hls dlrectlon, a

the Herriman Road at 4000 West and 12600 South to- supply the\‘\;

water needs of the town. Later, in 1968, a mlnlng operatlon‘

supply and protect 1t from pollutlon. LY ’”*f

Mr. "Usher: was born 1n Ross, Montana to James Qav1d and

- later came to Utah: where he settled in Herrlman and R1verton.5iﬁ;;b”

He worked as a mlner 1n the Lark Mine for many years.. He was{f

‘a hard worker and a flrm believer in d01ng an honest. day s Jejf*ﬁ’

work for a day's pay. He marrled LaVon Lloyd. They have”four!
chlldren and have re51ded in Rlverton for the past th1rty~51x :
yearss . = S :
= ‘Contributed-byriaVon,Usher51

ROBERT LEE HELT ; I o= I

3 Robert Lee Helt was the second Mayoriof Riverton, elected
November 1969, and took office January 57 1970.; ’h

He was born in Girard, Kansas,;to John Frﬁﬁklln and Lula

Mae Hewitt Helt, and was educated 1n schools 1n Mlssour1.§~H'

joined the Army Air Force, June 10, 1940 and served five years;

as a Lieutenant in the Air Corps durlng World War II. He %s a

Charter Member of the Amerlcan Leglon Post 140 in . Rlverton

=)

itwo'
b
1 2
I

He was marrled to Fern Densley and they ‘are the parents of

daughters, Sharon Lee Balr and Robyn Wells, and have three, .

v

qrandchlldren.

L 3

Mayor Helt has been a resident of Rlverton for twenty—elght
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Years. He is still in office at'the present time'(197j) and
istserving with the following Board Members: . Bruce A. Petérson, i
Maurine Nlchols, Robcrt Cowdell - Richard: Schouten and - Theron
Tisher. : . _

Some of thc«nccomplishments achieved dﬁring the "term of
these officers are: Impfoved~ahd added new roads}'puttin two
new badlyAﬁbedod'canal yﬁidgee on the Herriman and'Morgan Roadé; g,
enlarged and extended pipelines. They have workéd with the‘
Council of Clty Governments to improve the lot of small c1tles,
and also worked harmoniously at all tlmes with County’ OfflClals
for roads and brldgcs and garbage collectlons.

They have organized a police force for Rlverton City;
remodelled the. town hall, adding new offlce and recreatlon areas (K
and enlapged front office.- A new: bulldlng has been ereeted
at the Park to house¢the fire engines; two new tenils courts
have been put in; new ball diamonds for the children; other
new buildings and - many other 1mprovements are being made at*
the Park. . :

Citizens have_ioted on a bond eleotion for atsewer,»which'
is now under construction. . They have elsO'voted on a water Bond’,,~':
to improve the water system. The Board is constantly worklng

on many other 1mprovements to take care of the fast grow1ng

communlty needs. Hundreds of houses have been built 1n Rlverton
in the last year or two, which havé to be ‘supplied- w1th water,_
gas, garbage collections and road upkeep.

They are in the process of drilling a new well for the
town above William Gedge's property. They are also‘ghgfhe pro—v
cess of constructlng new sidewalks from Redwood -Road east to

the Rown Park, and at_the Town Paxk, and, the Rqaxd has start-

fifbee aidTel Bddatii 4xm




